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Representation matters. As the sponsor of
Asian American and Pacific Islander Alliance
(AAPIA) and a co-advisor of Students
Organize Against Racism (SOAR), havin
meaningful conversations about race an
making students feel seen were important
values to Ms.Yuri Kim.

Through Kim's inclusivity in her classes like
Global Studies, she worked to create a safe
space for students inside and out of the
classroom.

“| realized that although we only have
about a five percent Asian and Pacific Islander
opulation here at Overland, | thought it was

important to provide representation and a
lace for students idennfl/‘ing as Asian or
acific Islander to come hang out, celebrate

our culture, and have meaningfu
conversations about our race and identity,”

Kim said.

For SOAR and AAPIA members Selena
Arcos Lopez ‘25 and Jason Hoang ‘24, Kim
was their trusted adult.

Ms. Kim has really advocated for us
inside her classroom. geing able to give a
space where you can speak your mind with no
judgment is hard to find, but she has that aura
and personality,” Aros Lopez said.

Kim’s personality in the classroom allowed
“her to connect to students on a deeper level,”
Arcos Lopez said.

“Whether it was college help or just a bad
day, Ms. Kim would always be an attentive
Eerson," Hoanqbsaid.

being available for her students, Kim
a Iowedgthem to come to her when they
needed to talk.
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“Ultimately, | want students to feel seen
and heard and for there to be less harmful
effects on our children that will later impact
them in life,” Kim said.

“She is one of the realest teachers in this
school, giving the advice that you don't
always want to hear, but the advice that
makes you the best version of yourself,”
Hoang said.

As Arcos Lépez and Hoonngorked
alongside Kim during SOAR, she did not back
down from difficult truths.

“Education is a primary number one for
SOAR. A lot of stuzfents and staff had no
consciousness of the fact that the things that
they were saying or doing does harm people,
and it does offend people. When it comes to
touching Eeople's hair, or calling a student
whitewashed or being surprised that a student
that doesn't look white could speak English,”
Kim said. Through her Transformational Equity
Experience workshop for teachers, Ms. Kim
made an impact on teachers around the
district and educated them on racial
consciousness.

All of her hard work and passion to
change the community won Kim the Teacher
of the Year award. She was one of two
recipients, and was honored with math
teacher Ms. Sydney Herman at the teacher of
the year banquet.

| feel very much honored, and | have a lot
of gratitude for the educators, the community
members and students that nominated me for
Teacher of the Year. To have that
acknowledgment felt very honorable, and |
feel a lot of joy from that,” Kim said.
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