@ Taylor Swift's Eras Tour, her first in five years, was
Wil the hottest ticket to get when she came to Denver.
: Nola Guinan (8) talks about what she thought
Y e I ] about the record-breaking tour and Swift's new

\ recordings. Story by Charlotte Nations

WILDEST DREAMS! On
July 14th, eighth grader

"Welcome to the Eras Tourl” Taylor Swift said to over 70,000

Thrill seekers went to Twistor A lis my lavbile ride "Shipwreck Falls ot Elitches is cheermg fans in Empower Field who attended her Eras Tour this SRS L Ao
Elitch Gardens for the because it's a rush. If's really my favorite ride because it's a sEmmer |rk1)Deanr, Covlorodo. It wo|s viry rare fo get @ !cket to § rionds whilo waiing for
roller coasters and the fast and windy, and it's just water ride but also a roller | ey tear, ] NO a Guinen (8) W.OS Le y. e gst ane epe was ) Taylor Swift's Eras Tour to
memories. These really fun." coaster, so if's really fun." : Therev fo experience the whole night. Guinan had a very speciol start. Guinan attended the
seventh graders tell us Caleb Hubbard (7) -Matthew Disch (7) " evening, but there was one part that really stood out from the FirsF raght oF Fwd| Thaf Swilt
about their favorite rest. "My favorite part about the concert was the surprise performed in Denver,
rides. songs,” Guinan said. “She played 'Picture To Burn' and Colorado. "My outfit was

inspired by the 'Look What
You Made Me Do' music
| video, and it was an inside
joke from behind the

scenes," Guinan said.

Timeless."” One of those special songs, 'Timeless,' became

a favorite because it reminded Guinan of the unforgettable
night. “My favorite album right now is 'Speak Now' and my

"\ favorite song is 'Timeless because | got it as a surprise song,”

Guinan said.
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w smwm== SMILE! Sixth graders Kate Schillie and Grant
Page catch a moment with the famous Casa
Bonita gorilla. The best friends enjoyed the new

and improved venue. "l loved the entertainment
like the cliff divers because it looks really cool pi“u gues mith
The Denver landmark, Casa Bonita, reopened this summer and and hard fo do," Schillie said. ) ‘
many students got to experience the highly anticipated new and everuThmg
improved restaurant. Story by Charlotte Nations The new Barbie movie was the
- 1
Almost exactly 50 years ago, in 1974, Casa Bonita  with a family friend and my parents,” Hewitt hit of the summer, so -let b
. , , . what characters movie goers
first opened its doors in Lakewood, CO. For said. liked the best
decades it was a Denver Mefro fradition, providing Seventh grader Brody Balek, another )
family fun and delight to children as well as fortunate customer, commented on a long )
e ; : ) o 2 "Alan was my favorite character

delicious sopapillas. standing enfertainment act. He said, “The cliff from the Barbie movie. He was just

Unfortunately, in March 2020 it closed ifs doors.  divers were my favorite part of going because i ——— didn't act like aril 4
Many worried an era had passed, but more than @ one of them almost fell off the wall and died.” SPLASH! With his sister offthe other Kens.!
year later, new owners Trey Parker and Maft Stone,  Casa Bonita has always been known for its Evelyn, Gleyson
the creators of "South Park” and Colorado natives,  unique and kitschy atmosphere, where diners Donaldson (8) is
brought a new vision to the Denver landmark. can eat in Mexican villages complete with photographed in front of

After lengthy renovations, they finally opened this  mariachi bands, cave interiors, or beside a the cliff diving pool. After
summer to some lucky patrons. It was difficult to get  tropical waterfall. PRETTY IN PINK! Outside months of being on the "My favorite character
a reservation once the update was complete, but During her first ime, Hewitt said that she sat Casa Bonita, Lev| Aguiniga (8) wailng list, they were from Barbie was ‘
some lucky students got to see and experience the  on the cliff side of the restaurant. I love the cliff poses with his family o celebrate finally lucky e"O.UQh fo pmbf]bly the Mayor of

| ; y ; . . . score a reservation for the Barbie Land because she was

new and improved Casa Bonita. divers because they always make me smile their their unforgettable time. Colorado landmark ot 50 Forny."

"It's so difficult because it's a lottery. You have and laugh. When we sat on the cliff side, they "The most interesting part about sk Balis Cepis V;ms | ¥
zero confrol over geffing picked,” Scarlet Hewitt (8)  did one act where they were close enough o going was Black Bart's Cave my faverite part because
said. Hewitt had actually been to Casa Bonita two  touch.” because the “”d'f’ mo‘{e o it was so cool to see the
times since it opened. “The first ime | went with my Casa Bonita, gratefully, continued to be an Frailecal eXpe”e?:e', S_md popular attraction,"
parents, aunt, and cousins. The second time | went unforgettable experience. guiniga. Donaldson said.

What we
watched, did,
and talked
about all
summer long.
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