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“Something I am passion-
ate about is my future. Like 
I have a lot of goals for 
my future, and I kind of 
keep it secret sometimes, 
just like knowing I can do 
this. I want to be the best 
version of myself, and show 
people that I can do it, and 
push myself to new limits. 
Just in life, in being suc-
cessful. Success to me is to 
live my life the way I want 
to live it. Doing what I 
most enjoy, surrounded by 
people who I admire and 
respect while always re-
membering to help others 
every chance I can.”

MATTHEW 
FARLEY

ROWEN 
MEISSINGER

“I am passionate about my 
faith and experience times 
of happiness on vacation 
because I am so thankful to 
be wherever I am. I am also 
passionate about bringing 
light to others and I try my 
best to be nice to everyone 
because I feel that that is 
what I am called to do as a 
Christian. My mom always 
tells me to shine my light. 
I think it is important to 
love everybody. I try to be 
kind to everybody and not 
judge them, I do this to try 
and show God’s love for 
people. I want to make a 
positive impact and inspire 
others to be the best person 
that they can be.”

EVELYN 
SOUTH

“Starting the first year of 
highschool was difficult 
to overcome. I learned to 
overcome it by going one 
day at a time and just get-
ting all of my work done. 
Just going with the flow. By 
going outside, sometimes 
after lunch I will just walk 
around the building and 
just enjoy nature. It helps 
me be by myself before 
another 3 hours of school 
work. Something that I’m 
passionate about is that 
even though sometimes 
things are going on, I just 
try to pull through it and 
have a smile on myself. Ei-
ther my mom or grandma 
tell me to just do it. Just 
take your time on things 
and take things slowly.”

“My dad always preached 
hard work so I always think 
to work hard in everything 
that I do. I definitely see 
this the most throughout 
sports and school because 
I always feel that there 
is room to get better no 
matter how good or bad I 
am at something. I always 
try to be nice to people and 
just work hard in every-
thing that I do. I just want 
everyone to be happy and 
I want to have a positive 
impact on everyone that I 
come across. I love being 
able to hang out with 
friends and that is where 
I find myself the most 
happy. I like being able to 
go out with them or even 
just hang out at someone’s 
house.” 

ELLY 
KENNEDY

“I am most happy when I 
am on stage, performing 
music gives me the most 
exhilarating feeling in the 
world. Music has been my 
main source of happiness 
for 13 years of my life. 
About eight months ago 
I joined School Of Rock, 
where I joined the per-
formance groups open to 
everyone. I just got accept-
ed into their only audition 
band as one of the lead 
vocalists after a challenging 
audition. I have written 
many songs of my own and 
will continue to do this 
until I run out of words 
to write. I want to make 
music for the world to hear 
because that is my true pas-
sion in life. I want people 
to be able to relate to my 
music and I want to make 
something that everyone 
can listen to.” 

DEREK 
MARKWARDT

“The most difficult thing 
I’ve had to overcome is the 
death of my grandfather. 
I just spent time with my 
family and tried to remem-
ber that even though he’s 
gone, he lives on in our 
hearts and our memories. 
My happiness mainly 
comes from my friends and 
family because they always 
really support me, and 
we always have fun times 
together. I don’t really want 
to have a big impact. I 
just want to have friends 
and family who I care for 
and who care for me. The 
future is undecided.”

CHARLOTTE 
SPAID

I like preparing for the fu-
ture and having everything 
planned out. Something I 
am really passionate about 
is helping others because 
someday in the future I 
would like to be a nurse so 
I can help others and make 
a positive impact in a lot 
of people’s lives. One thing 
my mom said was if you 
can’t be happy, try to be at 
peace with yourself. Some-
thing difficult for me was 
coming to Eaton as a trans-
fer student. When you’re a 
transfer student it is diffi-
cult to get used to the new 
school. One impact I want 
to make on this world is 
to help people, I just really 
like helping others in times 
of need.”

MAARTIN 
LOPEZ

“I’m an open book, but I 
really like furniture and 
the creativity that comes 
with it. The creativity that’s 
used to make something 
like a couch or a table. It’s 
your own thing and I’ve 
always thought it’s dope. 
The artist can express 
themselves with such an 
ordinary everyday item, 
it’s so cool. I experience 
times of happiness on my 
computer when I make 
things that I think are cool. 
I like to be creative with 
it. I enjoy making it more 
than showing it off, and it 
allows me to be creative. 
There’s also Fortnite on my 
computer. I want to leave 
a positive impact on the 
world and tell people to be 
unique and not care what 
others think.”

SHARON 
ALBERTSEN

“I experience times of 
happiness with my kids, on 
vacation because I like to 
go places. I have three kids, 
a junior and two eighth 
graders. They’re fun and I 
like to take them places. 
They are a big source of 
happiness. Next month 
we are going to go see the 
eclipse in Texas, so seeing 
different things, going 
different places, and teach-
ing them different things 
bonds us. They all like 
science and math so they 
can be nerdy together. My 
daughter also does ballet 
and I work at the dance 
studio as the costume de-
signer. I spend a lot of time 
with my daughter because I 
am there all the time doing 
all the costumes. I enjoy 
making something and see-
ing it on the stage flourish 
is really fun.”

MIKE
PEARSON

“I experience a time of 
happiness when working 
on projects with students 
and sailing. I enjoy helping 
and teaching people how 
to create things on their 
own and how to find their 
creative side. I also enjoy 
sailing and my goal is to 
live on a sailboat when I 
retire. The most difficult 
thing I have experienced 
was when my wife was 
diagnosed with cancer 14 
years ago. I believe that it is 
important to have grit and 
stick it out while having 
the perspective of wanting 
to experience more because 
life is short. I also want 
to be a father figure to all 
runners as my old cross 
country coaches are people 
that I admire most.”


