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STUDENT ENROLLMENT DECREASES IN RECENT YEARS

Due to rezoning and an aging
neighborhood, the yearly

. enrollment has been declining in
recent years. During the
2021-2022 school year, the
student population was 1,933
students. This school year, from
2022-2023, there were only
1,720.

“What declining enrollment
means for us is that we need to
make sure that as a school, we
are still doing the good things
that we have always done so we
can retain kids.”

“| think there are many reasons
for the declining enrollment, one
of those being that we have old
neighborhoods, and people love
this place, so they don’t move
out when their kids are gone. It
also means that we have to be
more active in our community
and try to help our community
see all of the awesome things we
do at Arapahoe, like being
present in middle schools and
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inviting elementary schools to
come to our different events.”

“It makes us market our school in
ways that we didn’t used to have
to do. Another factor is that when
Valor came onto the scene, they
took a lot of Douglas County kids
that we were getting from Cherry
Hills.”

“The way that schools are funded
is by enrollment, so each kid is
worth a certain amount of money
to the state. When there are
fewer kids here, we don't get as
much funding, which causes us
to cut positions and teachers
because the biggest portion of
our funding goes to salaries and
benefits.”

“We try really hard not to cut
programs such as culinary,
performing arts, or journalism.
We are not to that point yet, but
it is something we think about a
lot,” ABBY KUHLMANN,
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL, said.
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