TWO NATIVE UKRAINIANS
FIND COMFORT IN

COLORADO

Minzyanov ‘24.

One year and six months ago, he left
his home in Kyiv, Ukraine to play hockey in
New Hampshire.

“I was studying in an online school and
playing for a club hockey team,” Minzyanov
said.

Simple. No big deal.

On February 20, 2022, he planned to
return home.

That’s when things became complicated.

Due to the rising tensions between Ukraine
and Russia, going home was too dangerous.
Just four days after Minzyanov was supposed
to fly back to his home country, Russia
launched their official invasion into Ukraine.
He called his parents, brother, and sister

"It's not us that
started this war,
but we have to

fight it."

- Ukrainian soldier
Andriy Chersak

It started out so simply for Tymur

every day to check up on them.

“I felt guilty because I was safe, but my
parents and siblings were in this situation,”
Minzyanov said. “I was worried. I wanted to
help them.”

Minzyanov was stranded. The time allotted
for Minzyanov to stay in New Hampshire
was up, but his home a world away was not
the way he left. So, just before the beginning
of the 22-23 school year, Minzyanov’s junior
year, he moved to Colorado.

He lived in a world of uncertainty. “It
was pretty hard to move on because I didn’t
know when I was going to meet my family
again,” he said.

As if living in a foreign country without his
parents as a teenager wasn’t hard enough, not
knowing what was happening in the place
he knew as home was even more difhcult.

“First finding out about the war, I was just
so worried about my family because I was
all the way in America,” Minzyanov said.

At the same time Minzyanov was
separated from his family, fellow
countryman Andriy Chersak made the
tough decision to join the military to
fight for Ukraine. To fight for people like
Minzyanov. To fight for every Ukrainian.

“I didn’t serve until the war began,”
Chersak said. “I started during the second
month of the war.”

In late March of 2022, Chersak left his
home, a small village town just outside of
Odessa. He also left behind his 6 month old
child.

With each passing week, warfare became
more and more dangerous.

“We were 100 meters from the Russians
every day, sitting in the same spot,” Chersak
said. “They were trying their best to harm
us. They had a lot of artillery, and our troop
did not.”

One day, in the middle of a battle,
Chersak and his troop were forced to take
a break. They hid near a bridge surrounded
by piles of shrapnel from the missiles
launched a little over three miles away,
while ten of their men went to gather more
supplies.

“They needed to get supplies,” Chersak
said. “They had to carry 60 liters of water
and 20 grenades back. The route they were
taking was very dangerous, and the field
was covered in mines.”

Carrying that much weight on your back
is difficult, and in addition, they had to
weave through unexploded weaponry and
land mines, so returning with the supplies
took much longer than was expected.

“The Russians were using drone attacks
on the land,” Chersak said. “They covered
things with fertilizers so that it would burn
and make it harder for our men to get back,
and they were throwing grenades.”

Surrounded by violence, Chersak found
it difficult to stay optimistic. As the war
continued, his initial hopefulness dwindled.

“I had a hard time believing that there was
goodness still in people,” Chersak said. “It's
not us that started this war, but we have to
fight it.”

Then came the big blow to Chersak’s

Ukrainian soldier
Andriy Chersak
shows oft his
prosthetic leg.

A non-profit
organization called
Limbs for Liberty
helped bring him
to Colorado to
receive prosthetic
treatment.
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After receiving his prosthetic, Chersak
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