. . “Just being open to new opportunities.
what matters /V@W ? vy, never know when you might lose that—@ @ @
opportunity, so just doing new things

Hank Tucker (12) and Abemelik Sjong (12)
is pretty important to me.”
— Keiran Singh (12) November 2021
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This is high school

This is dramatic

This is chaotic

This is uncontrollable

This is overwhelming

This is all or nothing

This is drowning in the AP Lit homework

This is ignoring the essay and going out anyway

This is sobbing on the bathroom floor

This is spraying each other with water

and laughing uncontrollably in science class

This is screaming One Direction

at the top of your lungs in the middle

of the night driving in your beat-up Subaru with your friends
This is the deafening screams at Spangenberg Field

This is the breath you take when you know it’s all worth it
This is the time when you know you feel

like these amazing days and nights will never end

This is every single moment.

this is

what matters VGO W ?
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Kate Chynoweth (11)




Now is when the leaves change colors and we
slowly move inside for lunch hecause it’s too cold,
but you don’t mind hecause then you get to listen to
the new album that just dropped from your favorite
artist in your friend’s car on your way

to get a pumpkin spice latte, and

you get to spend the night dancing on

the turf foothall field for Homecoming

and picking out the best costume for

Halloween because you actually get to go

to parties this year, and the days start to

get shorter and you start to get busier, but

it doesn’t matter because

you’re doing what you

care ahout, whether it’s

staying late after school in

the library or to rehearse for

the play and you have to learn

how to balance it all, but it’s

beautiful hecause school comes

alive again, burgers get grilled and

friendships get

formed, and you

start to meet up

at Paul’s to cram

for Chem tests, and

all at once life starts

to hit you because

it’s time for fall.
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“My family and friends. They are always here for
ow?
: me when | need them and I'm always there for e
them.” — Xavier Gonzales (12) November 2021

This is the moment to throw yourself into it and
you practice every day perfecting that swing or that
spike or that kick and then walk up the stairs with
burning quads for a week, but it’s worth it because
you get to be the kid who makes the
tourney-winning shot and because
you’re not able to stop smiling after
those late night team dinners, and
then you find yourself crushed after the
loss and exhausted by the all-consuming
time and pressure, but you never quit
because you love the feeling of heing a part
of something higger than
yourself, coming home
with knees wrapped with
KT tape and a face drenched
in dirt and sweat, laying on

the floor of your room hecause
you can’t even make it to your
bed and then waking up to do it
all over again hecause it helps you
to breathe even
when you’'re out
of breath and it
gives you that rush
of knowing you’re
entirely alive and this
is the moment when
you realize this is it.

9118 ‘Juny alfejeu Aq abed

J9]]1LU BJ[3 ‘SBIYHEW B

S-LH O d S -I -I V:I PIEBIOU UE[9EY PUE ‘Ja50n) BUUE




Now is the time to make some grown up decisions
because you get to decide if you're going to wear a
mask or not and some of your friends are and some
aren’t and one of your friend’s mom has cancer and you
don’t know what’s right so you take a “short” TikTok
break and four hours later you’re

confused about how your homework

isn’t done and this is the time to go

absolutely numb hecause your town

burned down and you’re living in a hotel

and your best friend doesn’t have a house

and you look at their new sneakers and you

think they’re really cool and then you realize

that of course they’re new

because all her other shoes

burned but you somehow still

manage to smile and do the

Wordle and get coffee at Ziggi’s

because coffee fixes everything

and have a makeup New Year’s

party on Jan. 16 and go to breakfast

at iHop when a

gas leak closes

school and you ask

for grace hecause

life is getting really

tough and you realize

this moment really is all | ,‘ , S ‘
you’ve got right now. ) ’ N\ ;‘ A W e X Qo
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Now is the time to push hard and be at practice late
but you don’t care hecause the adrenaline you get
from that buzzer beater is like nothing else and hearing
that girls swim is going to state and the wrestling team
is going at state and hoys basketball is going to state
and girls baskethall is going to state

and the hockey team is going to state

makes you shake your head because

you didn’t think all the sports got to have

good seasons all at once and it gives you

such a sense of pride to be able to say you

go to Monarch and you share smiles about

winning and being at the top of your game

with your teammates with

masks around your chins

and the student section at

baskethall games overflow with

screaming students dressed up

like Mr. Anderson and you get

another season of going to Gosmos

and Dairy Queen after games and

it just feels like

a typical high

school movie where

we win the games

and laugh until

midnight and right

now, this moment, all

that we have feels right.




Now is when you stay at school later than you
thought hecause you notice that a basehball game
is going on and you end up doing cartwheels in the
grass with friends because it’s warm enough and the
sun is out and even though it’s hot and sweaty in C-Hall,
everything feels happy because you

get to wear shorts and T-shirts without

bringing a jacket and we get hack

from spring break and here we go again

because Mamma Mia is about to debut and
student council election signs decorate the
hallways and the green grows through the

black where everything burned, which means

life is starting to grow again,

and we’re going to dance

under the stars at prom but

we’re also going to dance under

airplanes and it feels surreal

and you get to practice outside

because everyone’s practicing

outside at the same time, and then

before you know

it you can hear

seniors running

full force down the

hallways with all that

they have left because

Spoon Game has started

and this is spring.
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t was five days after Christmas. Our gifts

were barely opened, and our trees were still

adorned with the ornaments we so lovingly
hung. Some of us were on vacation, in exotic
destinations or simply visiting family stateside just
like every other holiday. Most of us were at home.
Texting with friends, shopping, making lunch,
sleeping in.

Because it was a normal day.

Until the smoke came.

Then our little bubble of winter vacation burst.
Our Netflix binges were interrupted by evacuation
alerts and frantic text messages from family and
friends. We were forced to choose with a clouded

THE BEGINNING Houses beginto .
~burn ina neighborhood in Superior
in the Marshall Fire on Dec. 30.
The fire destroyed thousands of
structures in the most devastating
wildfire in Colorado history.

mind which of our many possessions was most
precious.

Some of us didn’t even get that opportunity.
Whether we were able to save something or had
nothing but the clothes on our backs, we had to
leave our homes behind.

Dec. 30 was a sleepless night as we checked in
with our friends and watched the news, hoping
beyond hope that the next clip they showed
wasn’t our home being turned to ash. We wished
the snow would come faster, as we watched our
community go up in smoke and flame with one
question on our minds:

“Is this it?”
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How do we learn to live '
with the aftermath?

inally, the morning “Rebuild” seems to come
came, and the snow  up in every conversation, but
began to fall. Some  how do we pick up the burned »
of us were excited to go home. memories and see something * -
Some of us couldn’t. more than just that? How do
Either way, over the next you find a silver lining when
few weeks, we slowly trickled  everything is black?
back to life. But as we drove What now?
our normal routes, they Maybe these are questions
were blocked off by armored  you can answer as you read
military vehicles, and the once this at the end of the school
fresh mountain air gave us year.
headaches because it was Maybe you can finally
filled with ash. Everything felt  answer them as you look back
like a reminder, and now there  on high school thirty years
will forever be a time before from now.
and after “the fire.” Either way, it is moments,
We desperately wished events, and tragedies like this
for normal, even the “new that remind you that life is full
normal” we developed during  of unknowns.
the pandemic. So live in the moment.
How do we move on? Live in the now.
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hat matters V@ W ?
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