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From one generation to the next,
we pass stories down. Even more
so, when it is a shared experience.
Many families share the common
bond of walking the halls of our
school. 

We are legacy families, passing
down a continuous line of
stories. As a third-generation
member of Englewood high
school, I am a legacy student
from my grandma to her siblings
and my mom to hers. We have
strong ties to Englewood like a
spell that was cast over our
family bonding us to this small
yet vibrant community. 

The first family member to begin
the tradition was my great uncle
Antonio Esquibel who graduated
in 1960, “I was pretty much a
loner. There were only 22
Hispanics. We were a small
minority. I didn’t get involved.
Until I found running. I enjoyed
track and cross country. Two
interesting things. I was the
conference champ in the 880-yard
run, and when we were seniors,
we were the number one cross
country team in the state. It was
interesting because on the week
we were supposed to go to the
state final in Boulder, one team
member sprayed another with a
fire extinguisher and he sprayed
him back, so as a punishment, we
couldn’t run in the state
championship.”  When his class
celebrated the 26-year reunion,
he went to the event and they
didn’t believe he had a Ph.D. and
was the vice-president at Metro
State for 12 years. He was
faculty for nine years. He taught
Latin and Spanish at EHS for
three years. That was 1967-1970. 
Moving into the ’80s where my
mother Melissa Wilbourn
(Formerly Melissa Blash, Class of
1987), “I have always been
involved in Englewood high
school. Seeing as many members of
my family have attended. So
roughly from the 80's to the
present. I participated in D.E.C.A.
volleyball, track, basketball,
powderpuff, and float building, I
had a lot of school spirit.”

Karen Shumaker Durbin graduated in 1990.
She was a writer for the student newspaper,
the Pirateer, “I remember finding my voice as
a student reporter. I didn’t know it would
happen then, but Kit Gibson and Sheila
Lansberry Jones have remained voices in my
head every time I write.” She also had a love
for theater and literature, “Dancing and
singing as we improvised our own musical on
Bill Ambron’s stage when we were supposed
to be rehearsing. I still think the first A he
ever gave me may have changed my life.
Delving into Macbeth with  Carolyn
Derrington Tate which cemented my love of
literature.” Her list of fond memories is
long, “The day Joey Trice got gum in my hair
and Holli Sovern Tredinnick helped me get
it out. That was the beginning of a
friendship that has lasted 36 years. Learning
more about Basketball than I ever really
wanted to know because I wanted to do a
good job for Stu Howard. I loved the
midnight opening practice tradition and hope
it’s still going. Spending time in Dr. Paul
Roe’s office — not because I had a schedule
change, or a problem, but because I enjoyed
talking to him. Knowing that Bev Bradshaw
had my back, even when I was wrong.
Hanging out with Mr. and Mrs. C during off
hours.” She says Englewood High School
shaped her into the person she is now, “There
are so many memories, but more important
than individual memories is the bigger
picture — the teachers and counselors who
made EHS a place where I began to find
myself, felt safe to explore my interests,
found my support system, learned to stand up
for what I believe in, and started the process
of growing up.”

Belinda Hayes has been changing the lives of
Englewood students for nearly 30 years. She
has impacted them in social studies, history
and as a PE teacher, “I've been a teacher here
for 29 years. I played against Englewood
when I was in high school. So if that counts
as being part of the Englewood community.”
Over those years, she has seen students turn
into teachers and other events that have
shaped the Englewood community, “I've seen
a lot of changes. I mean, just how students
learn where or where students come from.
We have a lot of students from different
areas now than before. We never had snow
days because 95% of our student body
walked to school, and now we have to
because of kids from out of district.” Her
favorite changes over the years? “I mean, I
like the change to the building. I do like the
new buildings. I do like new best friends, new
colleagues. Things like that.” 

Choir teacher Garlyn Saddler has been
singing the praises of Englewood students
for nearly three decades as well, “it's really
neat to see various generations. I've had
students of students. 

She has always loved the
small-town feel of Englewood
even though it is tucked next to
Denver, “I loved the fact I sat
next to the same person from
kindergarten through
graduation which lends itself to
having a small-town feel in the
metro area. I’m also proud of
being one of a few minorities. I
was proud of what I represented
and passed on to my boys. To
show you can fit in anywhere like
I always say “don’t tell me what
you can't do, show me what you
can do." My mom looks back on
fond memories and her role in
homecoming then and now,
“Being prom queen came from just
being involved. It was the most
meaningful prom because both my
parents were there to see me
win.” 
 
Jumping to the ’90s, my uncle
Bobby Thomas was a student who
graduated in 1996, “My favorite
activity was SWOT, and Link
Crew and True Colors which
promoted diversity and engaged
students. I liked being able to
celebrate who I was. I was in
student government and I loved
sports.” He joined the staff in
2004 as a teacher of social
studies, sponsored student
government, and took on the
role of dean of students. Then he
moved up to the job of
vice-principal of EHS in 2010, “My
favorite part was the pride.
Everyone knew someone.” 
In 1994, my uncle saw violence
right before the homecoming
game, “my most memorable
moment was when someone got
shot in the foot at school (EHS)
right before the game against
Aurora Central. The victim was
an EHS top running back and
Englewood took a loss because
of it.” During his time as a
football coach, he made a
lifelong memory. He proposed to
my aunt, Lindsey during a game in
2004. 

One of the toughest things to
do was to find earlier graduates.
But the daughter of two
prominent students walked in the
front doors of EHS with an
armful of valuable information, a
few old newspapers, and a
letterman jacket. She brought us
to a meeting with her father
Glenn Clayton. Clayton (Class
of 1947) married Norma Jean
Lorenzo (Class of 1950). He is 92
years young. Asked about his
favorite memory, “just the school
itself.” Navayah Cimino, my
fellow yearbook editor and I had
a chance to interview him in
person in December. When he
went to school at Englewood
High, it wasn’t at its current
location, “Englewood High
School was on Broadway. It was
torn down to build apartments.”
Clayton was an athlete, playing
football and baseball, “We
played the single wing. I was a
fullback and of course we played
offense and defense. I usually
played linebacker on defense and
fullback on offense.” He was the
pitcher on the baseball team,
“that was one of my favorites.” 

We handed him the yearbook
from 1947 with his senior photo.
He immediately smiled but said it
is hard to remember friends and
events from that time. He does
remember that the senior high
school had the second floor of
the school, the younger middle
school classes were on the
bottom floor. Another yearbook
showed his homeroom photo, “We
were assigned home rooms and
that's what we did. Our teacher
was our homeroom teacher. And
that's where our study hall was.”
Walking the halls a few years
behind him, was his wife, Norma
Jean Lorenzo. They didn’t know
each other at Englewood High.
They met on a blind date during
her senior year, “I met her on a
double date. She was with
somebody else. 

So we got together.  I think
three years we were together. I
was away at college and she
would come down occasionally
and visit. Then we were married.” 
She has since passed. But her
family left a legacy. Norma Jean's
parents were from Italy and
owned the land the school sits
on now, “Yes. Below where the
dugout is just south of dry creek.
Where the park is now, in fact,
that was their farm. They had, I
think, ten acres there. They lived
on Logan. 3700 South Logan is
where they lived. Right on the
corner of Kenyon and Logan.”
Clayton calls the sale to the
city, “a forced sale that was part
of a new development.” And he
has watched the changes ever
since. He still loves to see the
Pirate gear around town, “I grew
up here and I came here when I
was a small boy from Iowa. And
then of course graduated from
high school here. You know it
was kind of funny. Just recently
my daughter and I were in King
Soopers and there were some
students wearing warm up pants
and shirts with Englewood
Pirates and the logo everywhere.”
Getting the chance to return for
the interview in December 2021
made him very happy, “We sure
have a great school.”  

Susan Repair (Class of 1977) loves
her time here at EHS. She will
only say it has been a very long
time, “It's rewarding. It's nice to
know what work you've been
doing matters.” She volunteered
at the school long before she
was an employee, “I volunteered
in the school because my kids
went through the district.”
When she walked these halls, she
was part of Pep Club, and FBLA,
“I just grew up here so I never
left here all my life. So I guess
the smallness and getting to
know people and seeing them
later and knowing how many
people still stay in the area.”

So that's been one pretty awesome thing to
think about. To just see the generations
come through.” She loves the tight-knit
community here, “I've also always loved just
the family nature. I just appreciate the
support of the community. I mean, the fact
they voted to provide this new campus for
us. I just feel like there's a strong sense of
community.” She says Englewood has always
been one of the most adaptable communities,
“Oh, I would love to see what they have
seen. The changes are amazing. I just feel
like there's adaptability to the needs of the
students. There are changes in academic
needs, or just like food drives or clothing
drives that people really need. We meet the
needs of the community.”

One of the newer additions to the school is
Math teacher Dean Menardi, “I’ve really
liked it here. I think we have a good
combination of good leadership and great
teachers. I really love this job and love
hanging out with the students.” He is
especially appreciative of the relationships
built within these walls, “My favorite part
of the community is the students because
everyone knows each other and takes care
of each other. Covid hurt the community a
lot but we have dealt with it great.” He
says some challenges will face the
community now and into the future, “The
biggest changes I’m hearing is how it was so
hard to get students to take school
seriously.”
  
Athletic Director Nate Smith is also only a
few years into his Englewood journey, “I
enjoy being involved in the high school and
the town because we get a lot of
engagement and support from our
community.” As the head of the athletic
department, he sees community engagement
in many forms, “I have a really fun time at
our sporting event because of how much of
the community supports us and all of our
alumni come back and support us.” The
changes he has seen give him hope for the
next phase of development at the school,
“In the six years I’ve been here, there have
been countless changes such as all the
school improvements that our community
has paid for.” 
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Take a ride with us
through history.
Along this panel  
throughout the
yearbook, you will
find stories from 1921
until today. 
This edge of the
book is dedicated
to students and
staff who have
walked the halls
as a pirate. 

we took great
care to find photos
and stories that
showcase the
amazing people,
events and
activities that
shaped our world
and this small
community. 

Start 
here! 

Karen Shumaker Durbin graduated in 1990.
She was a writer for the student newspaper,
the Pirateer, “I remember finding my voice as
a student reporter. I didn’t know it would
happen then, but Kit Gibson and Sheila
Lansberry Jones have remained voices in my
head every time I write.” She also had a love
for theater and literature, “Dancing and
singing as we improvised our own musical on
Bill Ambron’s stage when we were supposed
to be rehearsing. I still think the first A he
ever gave me may have changed my life.
Delving into Macbeth with  Carolyn
Derrington Tate which cemented my love of
literature.” Her list of fond memories is
long, “The day Joey Trice got gum in my hair
and Holli Sovern Tredinnick helped me get
it out. That was the beginning of a
friendship that has lasted 36 years. Learning
more about Basketball than I ever really
wanted to know because I wanted to do a
good job for Stu Howard. I loved the
midnight opening practice tradition and hope
it’s still going. Spending time in Dr. Paul
Roe’s office — not because I had a schedule
change, or a problem, but because I enjoyed
talking to him. Knowing that Bev Bradshaw
had my back, even when I was wrong.
Hanging out with Mr. and Mrs. C during off
hours.” She says Englewood High School
shaped her into the person she is now, “There
are so many memories, but more important
than individual memories is the bigger
picture — the teachers and counselors who
made EHS a place where I began to find
myself, felt safe to explore my interests,
found my support system, learned to stand up
for what I believe in, and started the process
of growing up.”

Belinda Hayes has been changing the lives of
Englewood students for nearly 30 years. She
has impacted them in social studies, history
and as a PE teacher, “I've been a teacher here
for 29 years. I played against Englewood
when I was in high school. So if that counts
as being part of the Englewood community.”
Over those years, she has seen students turn
into teachers and other events that have
shaped the Englewood community, “I've seen
a lot of changes. I mean, just how students
learn where or where students come from.
We have a lot of students from different
areas now than before. We never had snow
days because 95% of our student body
walked to school, and now we have to
because of kids from out of district.” Her
favorite changes over the years? “I mean, I
like the change to the building. I do like the
new buildings. I do like new best friends, new
colleagues. Things like that.” 

Choir teacher Garlyn Saddler has been
singing the praises of Englewood students
for nearly three decades as well, “it's really
neat to see various generations. I've had
students of students. 

One of the toughest things to
do was to find earlier graduates.
But the daughter of two
prominent students walked in the
front doors of EHS with an
armful of valuable information, a
few old newspapers, and a
letterman jacket. She brought us
to a meeting with her father
Glenn Clayton. Clayton (Class
of 1947) married Norma Jean
Lorenzo (Class of 1950). He is 92
years young. Asked about his
favorite memory, “just the school
itself.” Navayah Cimino, my
fellow yearbook editor and I had
a chance to interview him in
person in December. When he
went to school at Englewood
High, it wasn’t at its current
location, “Englewood High
School was on Broadway. It was
torn down to build apartments.”
Clayton was an athlete, playing
football and baseball, “We
played the single wing. I was a
fullback and of course we played
offense and defense. I usually
played linebacker on defense and
fullback on offense.” He was the
pitcher on the baseball team,
“that was one of my favorites.” 

We handed him the yearbook
from 1947 with his senior photo.
He immediately smiled but said it
is hard to remember friends and
events from that time. He does
remember that the senior high
school had the second floor of
the school, the younger middle
school classes were on the
bottom floor. Another yearbook
showed his homeroom photo, “We
were assigned home rooms and
that's what we did. Our teacher
was our homeroom teacher. And
that's where our study hall was.”
Walking the halls a few years
behind him, was his wife, Norma
Jean Lorenzo. They didn’t know
each other at Englewood High.
They met on a blind date during
her senior year, “I met her on a
double date. She was with
somebody else. 

So we got together.  I think
three years we were together. I
was away at college and she
would come down occasionally
and visit. Then we were married.” 
She has since passed. But her
family left a legacy. Norma Jean's
parents were from Italy and
owned the land the school sits
on now, “Yes. Below where the
dugout is just south of dry creek.
Where the park is now, in fact,
that was their farm. They had, I
think, ten acres there. They lived
on Logan. 3700 South Logan is
where they lived. Right on the
corner of Kenyon and Logan.”
Clayton calls the sale to the
city, “a forced sale that was part
of a new development.” And he
has watched the changes ever
since. He still loves to see the
Pirate gear around town, “I grew
up here and I came here when I
was a small boy from Iowa. And
then of course graduated from
high school here. You know it
was kind of funny. Just recently
my daughter and I were in King
Soopers and there were some
students wearing warm up pants
and shirts with Englewood
Pirates and the logo everywhere.”
Getting the chance to return for
the interview in December 2021
made him very happy, “We sure
have a great school.”  

Susan Repair (Class of 1977) loves
her time here at EHS. She will
only say it has been a very long
time, “It's rewarding. It's nice to
know what work you've been
doing matters.” She volunteered
at the school long before she
was an employee, “I volunteered
in the school because my kids
went through the district.”
When she walked these halls, she
was part of Pep Club, and FBLA,
“I just grew up here so I never
left here all my life. So I guess
the smallness and getting to
know people and seeing them
later and knowing how many
people still stay in the area.”

So that's been one pretty awesome thing to
think about. To just see the generations
come through.” She loves the tight-knit
community here, “I've also always loved just
the family nature. I just appreciate the
support of the community. I mean, the fact
they voted to provide this new campus for
us. I just feel like there's a strong sense of
community.” She says Englewood has always
been one of the most adaptable communities,
“Oh, I would love to see what they have
seen. The changes are amazing. I just feel
like there's adaptability to the needs of the
students. There are changes in academic
needs, or just like food drives or clothing
drives that people really need. We meet the
needs of the community.”

One of the newer additions to the school is
Math teacher Dean Menardi, “I’ve really
liked it here. I think we have a good
combination of good leadership and great
teachers. I really love this job and love
hanging out with the students.” He is
especially appreciative of the relationships
built within these walls, “My favorite part
of the community is the students because
everyone knows each other and takes care
of each other. Covid hurt the community a
lot but we have dealt with it great.” He
says some challenges will face the
community now and into the future, “The
biggest changes I’m hearing is how it was so
hard to get students to take school
seriously.”
  
Athletic Director Nate Smith is also only a
few years into his Englewood journey, “I
enjoy being involved in the high school and
the town because we get a lot of
engagement and support from our
community.” As the head of the athletic
department, he sees community engagement
in many forms, “I have a really fun time at
our sporting event because of how much of
the community supports us and all of our
alumni come back and support us.” The
changes he has seen give him hope for the
next phase of development at the school,
“In the six years I’ve been here, there have
been countless changes such as all the
school improvements that our community
has paid for.” 

  

    editors jaxon wilbourn & navayah cimino

use this QR code
for the full
interview with mr.
clayton. 
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