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MEGAN TRAHAN 22

I feel that we are somewhat back to normal but that we
have a while before things will truly feel the same again.
Events like football games and Showdown make it feel as if we
have returned back to our normal high school life. However,
attending actual school still feels a bit off as we still wear masks
and take safety precautions that we didn’t have before.

To me, normal is more apparent in the environment of
the school more than anything else. This mainly pertains to
students treating each other with more kindness and respect
and not attacking them over their opinions. My personal school
life has been very different because of how people treat each
other. While there were still problems while our school lives were
‘normal’ , these problems have escalated into violence and hate
speech which is very different from the behavior I felt occurred
during ‘normal’ school.

Our school can proceed through these ‘not normal’ times by
stressing the importance of doing what is asked of you. In my
opinion, it feels that we keep getting pulled back into the ways of
last year because people are not following what is asked of them
by the school/the district. While I, along with most students, am
not thrilled about masks, I feel that it is still important to wear
your mask and do what you are asked if you want things to start
returning to what we once knew to be normal.

While I do not love that things do not feel as normal as 1
wish they would have for my senior year, I try not to focus on my
feelings towards it too much. At the end of the day, I just want to
get through my senior year so I can move on and I am fine with
doing that in whatever setting I need to. I also try to remind
myself that while it is not the greatest thing right now, it won’t
matter to me how we had to do certain things for my senior year
in the future as it simply won’t matter.

One thing that has made this year feel somewhat normal
again has been the sports games. Fall sports being in full swing
again, at the correct time too, has made the out of school life
feel back on track. Additionally, having homecoming has made
the year feel somewhat normal as well because it was something
that we did not get to do last year.

COVID mainly impacted my school life because when we
would do remote learning, I oftentimes found myself struggling
to manage my time well and struggling to find motivation to
do my work. At home, I felt impacted by COVID because doing
school at home made it hard for me to separate my space for
myself and for school.”
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GABRIELLE KOLB 22

I do not think we are back to normal because there are still
many aspects of life that are modified from how they were pre-
COVID. I think people’s emotions regarding the pandemic are
causing more differences than the actual pandemic itself.

My vision of normal is being able to entirely return to living
the way I did before spring of 2020. I think until COVID isn’t a
constant topic of discussion, I can’t say things are ‘normal.’

Life has been different because everyone is scared of
everything. Even simple, previously normal tasks require an
abundance of additional compromises and modifications that
are not always necessary or effective.

We should proceed by doing all we can to stay safe and
healthy without living in fear and putting our lives on hold. 1
feel as if the fear and drama surrounding COVID has been just
as negatively impactful as the virus itself.”

SAMANTHA CANNON ‘22

I think that for the most part things are pretty much back to
normal. I think that if we didn’t have to wear masks, we would
be back to normal. I think my version of normal is not having
to wear masks and not having to worry about being exposed
to COVID . Life has been different with things like dances and
showdown being outside, but I think that everyone is trying
their best. I think that we can proceed with caution and still be
careful so hopefully one day things can be completely normal.

I don’t mind that things aren’t as normal as anticipated
because I have seen that people (myself included) are just trying
to have fun especially their senior year so we aren’t taking a lot
of precautions. I think since the majority of us are vaccinated we
feel comfortable hanging out and doing what we normally do.

I think going to sports events and being in school full time
make everything feel normal. COVID impacted my school life
because my grades have been a lot better because teachers have
been more lenient. At home I think my whole family has become
a lot closer.”
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