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Don’t be fooled.
Carey Booth is a fierce competitor.

arey Booth is probably one of the tallest people you’ve 
ever seen, and if you try to strike up conversation, you 

might also find that he is one of the quietest. But just be-
cause someone doesn’t say much, doesn’t mean they don’t 
have anything to say.

The 6’9” junior with a 39 inch vertical is commonly per-
ceived as a “gentle giant,” someone who is tall and strong, 
but has a reserved and even shy personality. But his coaches 
say that describing him as such is inaccurate. 

“In a way, he is misunderstood in that aspect,” assistant 
varsity coach Alex Schnaidt said. “He’s competitive and he 
wants to win, and if you see him play one-on-one in prac-
tice, he’s going after people, so I wouldn’t say he’s so gentle 
there.” 

Booth uses every last inch to his advantage in a game 
that is very much centered around physical size. He likes to 
pump up the crowd with flashy dunks and hang on the rim 
until everyone knows that he means business.

“Dunking gets the bench and the crowd excited,” Booth 
said. “Growing up, that’s one thing you always want to do 
because all the best players in the league were dunking.”

Booth has his very own NBA role model sleeping just a 
few doors down from him - his dad Calvin Booth. The 6’11” 
power forward/center was drafted by the Washington Wiz-
ards as the 35th overall pick in the second round of the 1999 
draft. Calvin Booth is still a major part of the NBA, serving 
as the General Manager of the Denver Nuggets since 2020. 

“He gives me advice,” Booth said of how his dad helps 
him with basketball. “Sometimes it’s hard to agree with 
him, but he knows what he’s talking about.”

Booth moved to Colorado from Minnesota in eighth 
grade, and his dad did some investigating before their fam-
ily finally settled on attending Creek.

“I actually met Carey when he was in seventh grade,” 
Schnaidt said. “Ryan Bowen, who’s a former Nugget, got 
my number and then Carey’s dad called me and wanted to 
know about Creek basketball.”
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Booth played for the freshman 
team before getting moved up to 
varsity his sophomore year. His 
teammates described his quiet na-
ture, and how it took some work to 
get him to open up.

“He’s really quiet,” junior point 
guard Trevon Chambers said. “He 
doesn’t talk a lot on the court or at 
practice or anything. He’s just really 
reserved, but he’ll talk to me.”

To get him talking, Chambers 
says he’ll bring up a previous game 
or something related to basketball, 
but senior center and Colorado 
College commit Asher Nofziger has 
a totally different approach.

“I just talk trash to him and then 
he will talk,” Nofziger said. “I say 
that I give him buckets and that he’s 
small.”

According to Coach Schnaidt, 
the game of basketball in general has helped 
Booth be more social.

“The fact that he has to put himself out 
there has done quite a bit this year,” Schnaidt 
said. “I think his confidence is growing and 
that’s helped him, and then just trying to 
make him smile every day is huge.” 

Booth says he isn’t actually that quiet if 
you really know him, but he did concede 
that when he’s at school he doesn’t say much.

“When I’m at home, I actually talk a lot,” 
Booth said, “But when I’m at school I just 
keep to myself and do my work.”

Booth might never be described as the 
life of the party, but the basketball team does 
regular team bonding events such as Topgolf 
nights or team dinners that have helped him 
be more social. 

“We went to Topgolf and I was very proud 
of Carey,” Schnaidt said. “He doesn’t golf very 
much and you can tell 
he’s a little uncom-
fortable, but he kept 
going up there and 
kept trying. People 
were laughing and 
having a good time 
with him, but he 
was pretty good.”

His teammates 
say that he can al-
ways be counted on 
to make an appro-
priately timed joke, 
which never fails to 
make them laugh.

“He doesn’t talk 
a lot, but when he 

does it’s just funny at the exact right times,” 
Chambers said. 

More of Booth’s personality shines 
through when he leans into his flashy side 
and goes up for a dunk.

“It is exciting when he 
gets up there and throws 
it down,” Schnaidt said. 
“There’s times in practice 
where me and the other 
coaches will just shake 
our heads at his ability to 
get above the rim.”

To Chambers though, 
he knows what Booth 
is physically capable of, 
and he is much more en-
tertained by what comes 
after the dunk.

“I think the funniest part is when he’ll flex 
on a kid and talk trash because it’s so unex-

pected just because he doesn’t 
talk much,” Chambers said. 
“I know he can dunk like 
crazy, but it’s his reaction 
after that catches me off-
guard.”

Basketball was Booth’s 
first love, but he also loves 
music. He takes control of 
the music at practice, claim-
ing that he “definitely has 
the best music taste on the 
team,” and doesn’t allow 
anyone else to play their in-
ferior playlists.

Another one of Booth’s 
claims is that he has the 

best shoe game on campus. 

He started collecting shoes and has an im-
pressive amount of Jordan’s, the only shoe he 
wears other than Crocs or slides.

“It really started during quarantine be-
cause I was like, 
‘when I come 
back, I’m about to 
have the freshest 
shoe game in this 
whole school, ev-
eryone is about to 
see my shoes for 
real,’” Booth said. 

While Booth, 
like any other high 
school athlete, has 
room to grow and 
areas of his game 

to improve, he has a lot of skills that his team 
relies on him for.

“He’s a great rebounder and an underrated 
passer, I think he’s got a great feel for that,” 
Schnaidt said.  “He hits the open guy and 
then, obviously, he’s a great shooter. What 
we’re really working on now is getting him 
by the rim and using his athleticism and 
length.”

Schnaidt admires Booth as an athlete and 
as a person. He stressed that Booth’s work 
ethic and passion will be the reason for his 
success, not just his height.

“He’s very kind as a person,” Schnaidt said. 
“As an athlete I think he’s got great potential 
and that’s why he’s getting accolades. But it’s 
his passion for the game and his work ethic 
that matches that. I really do think that’s why 
he’s going to be great one day and we’ll be 
watching him at a very high level.”
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Don’t be fooled.
Carey Booth is a fierce competitor.

“He wants to dunk on 
someone just as hard 
as anybody else.”

Asst. Head Coach 
Alex Schnaidt

GIANT

2021-2022 STATS:

PPG:   11
BLOCKS:  25
3 POINTERS MADE:  30
REBOUNDS:  166

GAMES PLAYED:   21

Carey’s Top Ten
PLAYLIST

From his playlist “Mix 0”

@C • 10 songs •  34min 
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ALBUMTITLE#

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

New Patek

Slime Bel ief

Wickman

Wicked Witch

Dreams and Nightmares

Lil Uzi Vert

Youngboy Never Broke Again

Nardo Wick

Nardo Wick

Meek Mill

New Patek

Realer

Who is Nardo Wick?

Who is Nardo Wick?

Dreams and Nightmares 
(Deluxe Edition)

ALBUMTITLE#

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Monëy so Big

That’s a Rack

Freestyle

Black Ball

wokeupl ikethis*

Yeat

Lil Uzi Vert

Lil Baby

Youngboy Never Broke Again

Lil Uzi Vert, Playboi Carti

Up 2 Më

That’s a Rack

Too Hard

From the Bayou

Playboi Carti


