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MONARCH STUDENTS EXPLORE DIFFERENT 
CAREER PATHS THROUGH BOULDER TEC

The hammering of nails, the 
buzzing whir of a drill, and the 
creaking of wood bounce off 
the walls of the woodshop at 

Boulder TEC and through the ears of the 
Construction Technology students. Drew 
Brogdon ‘22 focuses intently on finishing 
the construction of a shed the class has been 
working on.

With each clack of a hammer, Brogdon 
thinks about how his hard work will get him 
from being a bored high school student to a 
valued member of the workforce.

“Boulder TEC is definitely better than 
academic classes if you’re like me and have 
a hard time sitting still for a long time,” 
Brogdon said. 

At Boulder TEC, Brogdon and the other 
construction students do more than just 
hands-on work.

“We spend a lot of time using online 
programs like AutoCAD and SketchUp,” 
Brogdon said. “I’m not a huge fan of it, but 
we still have to do it because it’s the future of 
construction.”

The students use these programs to prepare 
for the evolving industry. 

assembling

“We also do soil reports,” Brogdon said. 
“We read over the report and then we have 
to figure out what kind of soil it is and 
what kind of foundation we have to use in 
order for the build to function.”

After a couple of days on the computers, 
the class transitions to physical work. They 
use tools like buzzsaws, drills, and hammers 
to better understand the ins and outs of the 
field. 

“I love working in the shop,” Brogdon 
said. “Getting hands-on experience is my 
favorite part of the class.”

As much as Brogdon loves the action, 
there are difficulties that come with 
construction, one of them being its 
complexity. 

“It’s all new to me, and there’s a lot of 
work to do,” Brogdon said. “It’s all stuff 
we haven’t done before, but it’s all part of 
learning.”

Brogdon and his classmates have the 
chance to volunteer in Boulder to help 
build new houses and give back to the 
community, all while practicing their 
construction skills. 
“Five Saturdays a semester we go to this 
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Construction program prepares students for future career in trade
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Andrew Brogdon ‘22 cuts a plank 
of wood in the construction class at 
Boulder TEC.  

From cosmetology to construction and 
criminology to collision repairs, the Boulder 
Technical Education Center (TEC) provides 
ten vastly different programs for BVSD 
students. The classes, which are largely 
made up of hands-on work, provide a 
different perspective on education than a 
typical school environment. 
Many of Monarch High School’s own 
students participate in these classes, all 
with varying plans and goals for the future. 
These students have begun to find their 
passions with the help of Boulder TEC’s 
valuable programs. 



place called Palo Parkway,” Brogdon said. 
The houses at the development provide 

an opportunity for construction students 
to gain real-world experience. They assist 
the professional construction team at Palo 
Parkway in building houses for people to 
eventually live in. For Brogdon, it’s exactly 
what he looks for in education.

“I like to be interested in the thing I’m 
learning about,” he said. “I like building 
things and doing hands-on work, and it’s 
why my plan after high school is just to 
work.”

Brogdon has a clear path in what he wants 
to do in the future. Other construction 

students, like Ellie Limb ‘23, encounter the 
opposite situation: unsure of what the future 
holds, but unafraid to figure it out.

“I feel lost in what I want to do after high 
school almost all the time,” Limb said. “I took 
the construction class to see if it’s what I’d be 
interested in.”

Boulder TEC has helped Limb get closer 
to figuring out what she wants to do in the 
future.

“There are so many different things you 
can do in a trade,” Limb said. “It’s definitely 
something I want to look into, but I’m not 
positive it’s what I would do.” 

The feeling of uncertainty can be daunting, 
but it’s not always a bad thing.

“I try to go along with everything coming 
my way,” Limb said. “Hopefully, whatever 
happens, it makes me happy in the end.”

Brogdon also hopes to follow life wherever 
it takes him, working construction jobs here 
and there and playing music in his free time. 
College and post-secondary education don’t 
appeal to him as they might to others. 

“I try not to think about my future career 
too much,” Brogdon said. “If you know 
you can do something, and you work hard 
enough for it, you can do it.” 

“Getting 
hands-on 
experience is 
my favorite 
part of the 
class.”
 - Andrew Brodgon ‘22 gettin’

For Isaac Epp ‘23, there has always 
been something special about a stick 
shift. Always something exciting 
about an engine. Always something 

appealing about the automotive industry.
It all started with his dad and a 1970 

Volkswagen bus. Epp’s dad bought the 
classic vehicle as a solo project, but working 
on it soon became an activity for both of 
them. 

“Ever since I was a little kid, my dad has 
taught me how to work on cars,” Epp said. 
“Being able to turn a wrench and work on 
the bus with my dad as a father-son project 
really just became something special.”

Epp appreciates the time he gets to spend 
working on cars with his dad. Sometimes, 
there just aren’t enough hours in the day for 
them to be together doing the thing they 
love. 

“For a while, he was always busy at work,” 
Epp said. “We had to leave the bus to sit 
unused for two years. One of the best things 
ever was being able to get it back out and 
drive it with him.” 

With his dad guiding him through the 
world of motors and engines, Epp has slowly 
figured out he wants cars to be in his future.  
“I’ve always had an interest in fixing them 
up, and I think it would be awesome to be 

able to pursue it as a career,” Epp said. 
After exploring possible career options 

and taking the Automotive Service class at 
Boulder TEC, Epp found more options and 
opportunities to pursue.

“I want to go to a trade school,” Epp said. 
“It’s my ideal school environment. I get to 
learn what I want in a way I want.”

Epp hadn’t planned on going to a trade 
school until he started at Boulder TEC.

“At first I didn’t really know much about 
trade schools,” he said. “When I started 
going to Boulder TEC, I learned more about 
them and I began to get into the idea of 
going to one.”

The trade industry lacks workers and often 
gets little attention, meaning there is always 
a demand for workers and no shortage of 
jobs. According to Staffing Industry Analysis, 
in September 2021, 35% of all trades are 
understaffed globally. 

“The area of the trade industry that I’m 
going into will always need someone,” Epp 
said. “People will never stop looking for a 
mechanic.”

Epp’s goal is to get his certifications 
and go to trade school, and for him, it’s a 
straightforward feat. 

how to

1) Go to the Boulder 
TEC website: 
tec.bvsd.org
 

2) Click “About” and go 
to “Application”
 

3) Apply for a course 
and contact your 
school counselor 

GREASY
Isaac Epp ‘23 uses automotive program to fuel his passion for cars 
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Ellie Limb ‘23 works with a piece of 
wood in the construction workshop. 

In the automotive class at Boulder TEC, 
Isaac Epp ‘23 repairs a car engine. 




