Swift Re-Releases?

BY KATYA ROUDAKOV
ALE Editor

Taylor Swift's Red (Taylor’s Version), her
fourth number one album in 16 months, was
released to great acclaim. It's been widely
predicted that either 1989 or Speak Now will
be re-released next, and there'’s a lot of specu-
lation that Speak Now will be the one.

As Swift’s third studio album, Speak Now
shows the first hints of her developing pop
sound. Songs like "Mine” "Back to Decem-
ber” and "Enchanted” were all radio hits,
and, with over 1(X} million streams on Spo-
tify, helped cement Swift's status as a perma-
nent fixture tn the music industry.

Many fans have created conspiracy the-

ories regarding the next re-release, leaning
into Swift's fondness for hiding "Easter Eggs’
within the content she releases. One such
conspiracy theory involves Blake Lively,
Swift’s longtime friend.

After directing the "1 Bet You Think About
Me"” music video, Lively posted a picture on
her Instagram account with the caption “Not
a lot going on at the moment™ Notorious-
ly, Swift used the same caption exactly one
month before surprise-releasing her album
Jfolklore and again exactly one month before
the surprise-release of evermore.

The post shows Lively standing at the third
urinal in a bathroom, which some have tak-
en as a nod to Speak Now being Swift's third
album. Others have pointed to the price of
the Red (Taylor’s Version} CD in Swift's on-
line store: $20.10, 1n purple font, an obvious

reference to 2010, the year Speak Now was

released.

- However, not everyone is convinced

* that Speak Now is next. Some Creek
students believe that 1989 will be the
next re-release, but most wouldnt
mind if it 1sn't.
“1 love Taylor Swift and any new
mausic from her,” sentor Tali Rubins
said. “I'm waiting for more music.”

After the re-release of Fearless, in
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April, fans were certain that 1989 would be
next. Swift subverted expectations when she
announced Red (Taylor’s Version) seeming-
ly out of nowhere, so it's possible for her to
drop an album that the fans aren't expecting.

Whether or not Speak Now (Taylor's Ver-
ston) s next, fans will continue to love it.

“It brings back [my] childhood.” juntor
Chloe Mazenko said. “It's fun to scream in
the car”

For every wild song on Speak Now, there
are just as many to cry your heart out to.
Songs like “Sparks Fly” are a blend of both,
providing catharsis and the opportunity to
fully immerse yourself in your emotions.
Her lyrics are relatable even i1f you haven
expertenced exactly what she has—the emo-
tions they convey are universal.

Creek students have their own connec-
tions to “Sparks Fly” "It reminds me of my
fourth-grade breakup,” freshman Jack Mc-
Closkey said. "It's very sad”

By expressing the ups and downs of teen-
age life, Speak Now makes listeners feel seen.
It validates the feelings that are so often dis-
credited by adults, and it keeps us from suf-
fering alone. A revamped version of Speak
Now 1s just what the teenagers need right
now.

The Most Devastating Lyrics of “Back To December”

1.

“You gave me all
your love and all I
gave you was
goodbye”

Thinking back on all the pain
you couldve inflicted on
someone else—that’s an un-
comfortable feeling,
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2,

“You gave me roses
and I left them
there to die”

A romantic gesture being so
blatantly trashed is tragic, and
the imagery of a wilting love
is as heartbreaking as it gets,

5
“Wishin'I'd
realized what I had
when you were
mine”

The weight of the guilt and
remorse that she feels is evi-
dent. Even just imagining it is
draining.



