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“It means a lot to have 
that accomplishment of 
going to state three times. 
... It’s a feeling I will never 
forget. Despite the hardness of 
the tournament, just going out there and competing 
against some of the best players in the state is a lot of 
fun.” A lot of long hours, hard work and dedication go 
into earning your spot at state. To no surprise, this year 
Evan Cisneros ‘21 made it to state for the third time in 
a row; more than any golfer in the history of Woodland 
Park. He ranked 3rd in the 2020 4a CSML Southern 
standings, earning him a First Team All League title.

1. Sam Thorpe ‘23, Sam Marquez ‘23, and Will 
Passink ‘21 shoot for the stars using techniques built 
upon hours of dedication on this cozy afternoon at 
the Woodland Park driving range. (p.c. m. wilson) 
2. Sam Thorpe ‘23 and Will Passink ‘21 observe 
each other’s shots and compare their skills in some 
friendly competition, seeing how they can up their 
game. (p.c. m. wilson) 3. Evan Cisneros ‘21, Will 
Passink ‘21, Derek Eckhart ‘22, Matt Lecky ‘21, 
Greg Pinell ‘24, and Garrett Ross ‘24 line up, teeing 
off their panther season and showing how much they 
learned from each other and their amazing coaches 
during practice. (p.c. a. nickell) 4. Will Passink ‘21 
is a natural born leader, and has proven it time and 
time again through his relentless work ethic as well 
as the unbreakable bonds he’s created with his fellow 
teammates. (p.c. a. nickell) 5. Derek Eckhart ‘22 sets 
himself up for greatness with a deep breath, a leap of 
faith, and a tremendous swing. (p.c. a. nickell)

Evan Cisneros tees 
off record  season!

By: Stella Schroeder, Tommie 
Goldberg, Alexis Nickell, Zoria 
Hinton, Cymon Rotondo, and 

Braden Roskam

 Whether you ride, walk, or use a push cart, golf is by far one of 
the most difficult sports to master. Hitting a small white ball with a 
mallet type object into a mason jar sized hole over 400 yards away 
seems like a daunting task in and of itself. When you add in trees, 
rough, bunkers, slick greens, uphill lies, sweeping downhill putts and 
stiff wind, navigating a golf course reveals a lot about your char-
acter--but our Panthers make it look easy. Golf is slowly but surely 
growing in popularity among Woodland Park students. You can go to 
our local golf course and and see for yourself; we have high school-
ers there every weekend. Lucky for us, there’s a pretty astonishing 
group of athletes representing our school this year out on the course. 
All the guys love being out on the course, whether it be “. . .get-
ting to be outside” (Tanner McAfee ‘23), “. . .hanging with friends” 
(Derek Eckhart ‘22), or just getting to go have fun at practice in a 
stress free environment.
 Tournaments, on the other hand, are a different story. On the JV and 
Varsity level, these competitions force you to bring your game to the 
next level. “It’s almost like playing an entire different game.” stated 
Senior Matt Lecky ‘21, “You will never have the perfect round; the 
key is to minimize mistakes and stay positive. The second you get 
into your head that you’re doing bad, the worse you will do.” Despite 
all the challenges, Woodland Park placed second in the league, beat-
ing out Palmer, Canon City, Mesa Ridge and Widefield. Obviously, 
COVID-19 has posed some dire challenges on sports this year; but, 
on the bright side, golf actually wasn’t affected very much. When 
asked about how COVID affected golf, Greg Pinell ‘24 said that one 
of the only setbacks is “Sometimes you can’t play on a course, be-
cause it’s shut down and they won’t let you play.” Despite this, some 
boring bus rides, and masks, COVID didn’t hold back our boys from 
competing at the top of their game. After a difficult round of chilly 
dipps, banana hooks, big slices and lost balls, a massive drive down 
the middle of the fairway on hole 18 leaves one yearning to return to 
this cruel game. 

Greg Pinell ‘24, a golf player 
since the age of 5, was asked 
if he would consider playing 

golf in college or retirement. He 
answered truthfully: “Heck yeah! 

For sure.”

“It hasn’t affected it too much, 
besides the fact that you have 

to wear a mask,” said Matthew 
Lecky ‘21 when asked how 

Covid-19  has affected  his season 
and/or his love for the sport.

“I think it’s a good challenge for 
yourself, because you to learn to 
control yourself...and make sure 
you have a good shot, and every 
little mistake matters,” explained 

Derek Eckhart ‘22.
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