Junior Sean Harris discusses his feelings towards the BEM Movement and the hope he holds for the future of America

Racism is something that has been prevalent
in the United States since it was founded and
continues to be prevelant today. Students like
junior Sean Harris experience racism and bias on a
daily basis. Harris supports the Black Lives Matter
movement because of the meaning behind it and the
experiences he’s had and heard about.

“You see all these incidents with Black students
and Black people in general in the media and stuff
and it’s scary to walk into a store or be driving down
the street or taking a walk and people are giving you
sideways glances because of the color of your skin,”
Harris said. “I definitely support the message behind
BLM. All Lives can’t matter when Black Lives don’t
and it’s been that way forever really. Back when the
slave trade happened, it’s been happening since
then. It’s surreal to be a person of color right now in
the United States.”

According to Harris, the BLM movement provides
Black people with hope for the future.

“To me it means furthering the notion of equality
in the US because every Black student right now is
kind of on edge about their future. It’s a strange kind
of feeling you have because right now there’s a lot of,
I think, systemic racism going on,” Harris said.

Harris believes there is the opportunity for
racism to go away in America and that it will require
citizens to see each other for who they are, not by the
color of their skin.

“When people stop viewing people for their looks
and stuff I feel like racism definitely can go away.
We all have the power to change that, to change the
way we see other people. But, it’s the people who are
stubborn and are still stuck in their views from the
60s that are keeping this country where it is racially,”
Harris said.

Although Harris believes racism can go away, he
believes seeing someone for only their race 1s usually
negative, no matter the reasoning behind it.

“Areas of higher level education, they give out
scholarships for if you’re Hispanic, Black, or Asian
and what not. I feel like that’s a positive thing, but
you also could be giving a scholarship to a person
that doesn’t deserve it because of their skin color,”
Harris said. “I want to be seen as someone who
values their education, someone who chooses your
institution to go there and learn not just a tool to
boost their demographic.”

Although racism has been prevalent for so long in
the United States, Harris thinks it could go away if
people change their mindsets. He believes if people
see each other for who they are instead of the color of
their skin, a change can be made.
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