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RISE
1. Up in the air, sophomore Jack 

Laustsen attempts an Ollie.“I skate 
because it is my safe place. It keeps 

me calm and makes me happy,” 
Laustsen said. photo by mariana ortega rivera

Did the changes break us?
Did we give up when it got hard?

We overcome the unthinkable
like senior Rifat Emam who moved 
from Sudan with his single mother, 
struggled to learn English,
and will attend Stanford in the fall, 

and still we RisE
like senior Zachary Gerstner
who qualified for All-State Band at 
the University of Northern Colorado.

We take pride in our culture
like sophomore Rediet Petros 
who greeted us in Amharic 
on the morning announcements
during Black History Month,

and we give back to our community
like senior Wesley Shwarz, 
whose 400 service hours helped
him earn a Congressional award 
from Reprentative Jason Crow.
 
With each new challenge 
we’re reminded of who we are,
 
and we RisE
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