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THE ONLY FRESHMAN ON VARSITY 
FOOTBALL IS MORE THAN AN ATHLETE

 Starting high school and being new to an a 
sport can be challenging. For freshman Ismael 
Cisse, number 14 on the varsity football team, that 
challenge was taken to a new level. 
 Cisse was the only freshman on the team. 
 “This is what I’ve imagined since I started playing 
football when I was four,” Cisse said.  “I have 
always wanted to show who I am no matter how 
old I am or what grade I’m in.”
 Cisse was also new to the community and to 
the district since he came from Aurora Hills Middle 
School. 
 “I decided to go to Overland because I felt it was 
the best choice for me to make right now. Coming 
in as a freshman, I had to see what opportunities I 
had and what would help me,” Cisse said.
  Cisse was a leader on and off the field. 
 “Being a leader in school and doing all that 
you need to do in school will help you on the field 
because it’s motivation to push even harder, so that 
even bigger things will come your way,” Cisse said. 
 Cisse’s made a name for himself as a football 

star after he finished the season with 439 receiving 
yards. He went on to play JV basketball and ran 
track. 
 Sports weren’t his only passion, however, as 
Cisse’s interest in fashion led him to dream of 
majoring in fashion. 
 “God’s plan for me is to go to college, get a 
fashion degree and go to the NFL,” Cisse said. 
 Cisse said that AVID would help him get on the 
right track to college. “AVID shows us organization, 
determination, inquiry, and how to become a more 
advanced student,” Cisse said. 
 Varsity football coach, Mr. Kevin Stroud, said 
that Cisse was an impressive player and student. 
 “Ismael is mature beyond his years both 
physically and cognitively, his work ethic, physical 
dominance, and coachability is a rare combination 
that is going to allow him to be a dominant player 
throughout his high school career,” Stroud said. 
 “I love being a freshman on varsity because 
it allows me to set the foundation of who I am- 
Ismael Cisse.” 

1. Pointing in Pink, freshman Ismael Cisse 
takes the field at Stutler Bowl. Cisse’s inter-

est in fashion led him to find unique clothing 
items. “I wear bright colors because I want 

to be different from everybody. I want to 
stand out,” Cisse said. photo by Mariana Ortega Rivera
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Barbara Aguillard Shahid 
Ada Alcantara 
Jeff Alexander 
Sheawanna Anderson 
Ted Anderson 
Aleshia Armour 
Aileen Arnoldy 
Ashley Atwell 

Getchen Aufderheyde 
Ruth Ballew 
Lola Baumann 
Rahel Behutie 
Jay Bennish 
Arielle Bergmann 
Elizabeth Bevan 
Kara Billings 

Erin Blinck 
Kurtiss Blount 
Sybil Booker 
Britany Boone 
Lauren Boucher 
Daniel Brandt 
Brianna Brunker 
Karl Buck 

Jason Budniewski 
Pam Burke 
Matthieu Caldwell 
Mitchell Carnahan 
Abigail Cate 
Jacqueline Chavez 
Spencer Childress 
Laura Christensen 

Chelsea Clark 
Laura Clark 
Amy Cleveland 
Adam Copple 
Casey Coy 
Chelsea Coy 
Holly Crittenden 
Michelle Daskevich-Kenison 

Connie De Larose 
Robert Dennis 
Darcy Deroo 
Jason Dobrow 
Macie Dominique 
Hollie Drake 
Philip Drozda 
Meg Duncan 

Tara Dye 
James Dykstra 
Timothy Eich 
Daniel Ellis 
M.e. Espinosa 
Shannon Evans 
Neal Finch 
Kristi Fitch 

Pam Ford 
Heather Forth 
Chahnuh Fritz 
Janet Gagnon 
Shannon Gallagher 
Lilian Gamez 
Daniela Garrett 
Saba Geberetsaidk 

Antoinette Gifford 
Alondra Gonzalez 
Becky Grasser 
Debbie Gregg 
Kendall Gregory-Mcghee 
Michael Griesel 
Mike Guagliardo 
Nicci Guagliardo 


