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Al IicU

o the pedestrian bridge.

We slowed down

for the new speed bumps

on our way into the parking lot,

and we got to know our new admin,
coaches, and advisers.

Still we ask our parents
to pick us up at the bridge
even though there isn’t one,

and still we R'SE

every morning, ready for anything,
like freshman Kierra Johnson
who makes sure her second-grade
sister gets to school on time.

We adapt to the changes,

and through pain we find strength,
like junior Amira Nash,

who cared for her father

as he battled cancer,

and like senior Kit Gamez Scriven
who learned to walk again after
being paralyzed for three months.
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1. GOING FOR THE SHOT, senior
Joseph Editone Il takes
a touch shot against
Grandview to bring the
team within two. The varsity
basketball team ultimately

st bY three points. “This
asketball season was fun

" 4ind enlightening, although

it didn’t go the way many
) ] planned,”
Editone said. PHoTO BY MARIANA

ORTEGA RIVERA 2. FILLED WITH JOY,
junior  Meream Camara
Bammpates in spirit week.

amara came up with her
outfits the week the spirit
days were announced. “I'd

0 home and think about all

e stuff | have then, throw
things together to see what
fits,” Camara said. pHoTo
BY ELLE Vice 3. FLEXING IN HER
JAMMIES, senior Abrianna

#\Z ¥ Robinson stands at a

basketball game. Robinson
wore pajamas that she had
since she was little for Wish
Week. “They have always
been super big on me,”
Robinson  said.pHoro BY MARIANA
oRTecA RIVERA 4. RISING ABOVE,
senior Wray Szenderski is
lifted up dunn% Chicago
the musical. “It took some
mental preparation and
a couple _Fractlces to just
not care if | was going to
fall,” Szenderski said. pHoro
By ELLIE vice_5. AT LUNCH, senior
Habiba Elamo dances for
East Africa day. Elamo
dressed up to showcase his
heritage. “I love everything
about my culture but my
favorite “[part] was our
music, cultural clothing,
[and] most importantly,
our connected and caring
community,” PHOTO BY ELLIE VICE
6. AT THE BAND CONCERT,

“ senior Ezra Pohan sings a

solo. Pohan was in band
and choir. “I like singin
because I've been doing |
since | was a kid so | have
a lot of experience with my
voice and | love to share
that talents with others by
creating music,” Pohan
Said.  PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA
RVERA 7. YELLING IN SUPPORT,
junior Soad  Mackawi
cheers on the football
team during a blackout.
Mackawi attended  all
the football games to
support the school. “It’s
important to show school
spirit because our team
ﬁerforms better when they
ave support,” Mackawi
Said. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA
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Did the changes break us?
Did we give up when it got hard?

We overcome the unthinkable

like senior Rifat Emam who moved
from Sudan with his single mother,
struggled to learn English,

and will attend Stanford in the fall,

and still we RISE

like senior Zachary Gerstner
who qualified for All-State Band at
“the University of Northern Colorado.

e take pride in our culture
like sophomore Rediet Petros
who greeted us in Amharic
on the morning announcements
during Black History Month,

and we give back to our community
like senior Wesley Shwarz,
whose 400 service hours helped
him earn a Congressional award
from Reprentative Jason Crow.

With each new challenge
we’re reminded of who we are,

and we R|SE

- - &
e
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1.UPINTHE AIR, sophomore Jack
Laustsen attempts an Ollie."| skate
because it is my safe place. It keeps
me calm and makes me happy,”
Laustsen said. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA
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student life

We made TikToks in StuCo
like

and we shared WWIII memes
to start off the new year.

We accepted dares

from junior Riko Swindal’s
YouTube channel, and we
debated waves vs. curls
with senior Elias Jemal.

We adjusted to

the green hall passes,

and looked forward to hearing
“It’s a great day

to be a Blazer”

in more languages

than we knew existed.

Even with all the changes,
we kept the traditions
that define us.

Still we clap between
“O-Town” chants

as we jump off the spirit bus
at each feeder school
during Homecoming week,

and still we give
during Miracle Minute
to raise money for
Destene’s Quinceanera.

Still we walk to get fries

like freshman Kalum Harris,
who offers some to his
classmates as he strolls

into 3B English right on time.

We don'’t follow the crowd,

We RISE above it.

"/

w4 BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA 6. FULL OF SPIRIT,

showing it,” illan said. PpHoTo
BY MAR 6A RIVERA 2. HIPS NOT LYING,
: seni Williams Ha hoops

at homecoming
~ just went to have fun with all my

gate. “|

friends and do all the activities
they had planned,” Williams said.
PHOTO BY SAJA KHALED 3. CELEBRATING THE
THREE, sophomore Aaliyah Crawford

) cheers on the basketball team

during the Wish Week game

- against CT. Although the basketball

team won 90-55, “The assembly
was the most memorable part
of Wish Week because everyone
accepted Destene and we had a
good time,” Crawford‘ sai -~ PHoT0
BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA 4. WITH A SLIDE,
senior Sekou Souare ends his s
Mr. OHS performance. This was

7~ Souare’s second year competi

compete with all my friend
just amazing,” Souare said.
ELLE vice 5. DURING THE FALL PLAY, senior
Asher Wolf hits junior Connor
Spring with a cane. The cast

. incorporated slapstick comedy in

their performance of Love Rides
the Rails. “I searched up comedic
villains to help emulate that sort of
character better,” Wolf said. proro

junior Hai Pham performs his
stand up comedy skit. Pham
prepared his act with the help of
his mother. “My favorite part of

" Mr. OHS was to see how others

can express themselves,” Pham
Said. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA 7.
EMITTING BLAZER PRIDE, junior Asa
Diawara screams for her school.
“We hype people up by cheering

3 with the cheerleaders or doing

cheers of our own,” Diawara saic
PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA
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Did we hide in shame
from imperfections?
Did we turn a

blind eye to hate?

We fight against injustice
by creating clubs like
to make

\J

1. FORK IN HAND, freshman Eric Ta
eats ramen during Chinese club.
Ta also took Chinese in eighth

@ grade. “We get to know more

about Chinese food instead of
all the generic stuff portrayed

y * form places like Panda Express,”
a Ta said. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA
2. COMING TOGETHER, senior Anab

A Omar and Rofaida Elmezughi
'ﬁ.’ participate in planning for
/ culture week and Overland’s own

“ s, African-American history month

school more inclusive g = L\ 4
and Students United for oo e
Immigrant Rights '

to protect our own. p

and still we pursue
our passions like

who performed in front of
5,000 people at the Bellco.

Still we work towards

a better future for all

like juniors Grace Jargba
and Saron Eguale who
qualified for HOSA nationals
with their project to end
period poverty in Liberia,

and we come together

by inviting the audience

to join us as we sing

Silent Night at the candlelit
Winter Choir Concert.

We face conflict head on,
because we know that

together we come out on top.

celebration. Omar and Elmezughi
both said Overland is a great
place for Muslim students. “The
Muslim community here is pretty
big and that makes me feel safe
and comfortable,” Elmezughi
said. PHOTO BY SAJA KHALED 3. AT DEN

¥ volunteered at a Day of the Dead

~ event with SUFIR and Spanish
Club. “I felt happy, | felt that | was

~ helping the community,” Guzmén
b SAIC. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA 4.

READY TO MAKE HIS MOVE, senior

3 t.iiZinedine Boumghar snacks on

{8

some Cheetos while focusing
on his next move against his
opponent. “I focus more on
creating weaknesses to take
down my opponent,” Boumghar
said. 5. JAMMING OUT, Mr. Steve
Helfant plays his guitar. Helfant
was an English teacher who
became the guitar club sponsor
after his son taught him to play.

5 “Watching my nine year old son

pick up so fast, | was like, ‘dude,
= teach me,’” Helfant said. pomo
= BY ALFONSO GALCIA DELcaoo 6. MASK ON,
sophomore Ivan Jimenez uses
a welding torch. “I'm putting

' ' metal together, basically gluing

| it,” Jimenez said. PHOTO BY ALFONSO
GALICIA DELGADO 7. PERFORMING HER SOLO,
junior Febriany Pohan plays the
saxophone. Pohan also plays the
piano and violin. “Band is like an
escape to me; | have so much

. fun playing my instrument, and |
enjoy coming to band to play with
other musicians,” Pohan said.
PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA
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We could have given in to defeat

when
missed the playoffs
by a crushing 3-3 tie.

We could have been intimidated

when freshman Cassidy Bell
and the rest of girls swim
went up against teams

four times their size.

We could have given up
when the Coronavirus
cancelled spring sports
before many teams even
played their first game.

Instead, we RISE

like senior Graham lke,
who tore his ACL the third

basketball game of the season,

but still showed up to support
his team in the playoffs.

Still we push through the pain
like junior Eleef Atwi

who returned to track

after a year off

due to shin splints.

and still we challenge
stereotypes like freshman
Vianca Mendoza, the second
girl on the wrestling team.

Give us any hurdle,

and we RISE above

1. AT THE BOX, senior Eden Worden
watches the ball after batting.
Worden wore two belts, green
and blue, every home game for
good luck. “When | go up to bat,
| am thinking about 100 different
thinfs, but mostly about getting a

good hit that can help my team

score,” Worden said. PHoTo BY ELLIE
vice 2. DRIVING TO THE POST, junior
Anjanee Prescott drills through
Eaglecrest opponents. “When I'm
not on the court, | am thinking
about how | can adjust to the
defense to score and | watch
what aspects the other team
lacks,” Prescott said. pHoTo BY
ALFONSO GALICA DELGADO 3. PUMPING UP
THE CROWD, junior Nessiah Hayes

Dawson cheers with teammates. *

“Being around the other
cheerleaders really helps calm
my nerves,” Hayes Dawson said.
PHOTO BY ELLIE VICE 4. TAKING A BREATH,

junior Kaelani Miller competes ™ &
in the 200 LM.. I feel like the Eaese"
weight of all my problems is lifted

when | swim, it’s a stress reliever =

and all that matters at that time is £/

to swim,” Miller said. pHoTo BY ELLIE
vice 5. FOCUSED ON THE BALL, junior
Komil Khatamov moves down the
field. Khatamov prayed before
every game. “Self improvement
always motivates me on the
field to do better and try my
best no matter what,” Khatamov
said. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA 6.
PERFECTING HIS SERVE, sophomore
Badreddin Messaudi practices
his technique before his match.
Messaudi said that confidence
was the most important tool for
success. “My goal is to put the
ball in the box. It doesn’t need
to be fast or neat,” Messaudi
said. pHoTo BY CAM RAMIREZ 7. AFTER A
WIN, senior Hassan Al Izzi reaches

|'|: every -“me for a high five from Coach Ben
Harrison. Al Izzi danced after
every basket he made. “Hassan
is always a crowd favorite,”
(%)
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®

cl e P e O = ; 'l.._
dl O Ea C = dlC amammammn =0 g AR
0 NO d O 1. DRAWING HAIR, freshman Diego
dNd uppe d c O Valenzuela celebrates a surprise |
A - \ birthday party for his fellow =,
O G ® O classmate by playing Draw the
.= Hair on Mr. Sense. “I kind of liked
“ . drawing over the teacher’s face...
el d OW Qd dnNcelel “" % “since he's bald, | was drawing a
A PQA A orked de 1 hair line for him,” Valenzuela said.
9 s
Ta | PHOTO BY ELLEE Vice 2. PREPARING FOR THE
O prepare 10 e rea Q | . .é?iorTl@gi&'Ué‘ane admires
a A - . i v i
U C C C U . a I.\,'.
O dedicated O eve 0 aﬁd‘ge el ;
0 act, | sw
> AYA' . O | - 5 r
B 16 A 0O ! By \ - ¥
e ICes.
141 L5 fun to actually .
- A Hha -~ i see inside because it's so similar
Or'c ada =10 W fﬂ I ’to the human brain,” Barton said.
]
O N3 aNd gk PHOTO BY. ALFONSO GALICIA DEL6AD0 4. HOLDING

THEEGG, junior Jacob Albright tests
O OIOQ d dNao C cale ‘to see if his project withstands
impact ~ in the 200IM. “We
started with a very circular object
without  knowing the impact,
a A A next time we would definitely
C O C F‘change our priorities to allow it
N cE N Brando Baaae o “survive,” Albright said. ptoro By
 ELLIE vice 5. BELTING OUT A NOTE, senior
dlnaG dClid Shivonne Kelly sings for the choir
concert. “We prepare for concerts
by thoroughly combing through .
O e na e e e O * our pieces of music and paying
AF A A A A attention to every detail, to make .
c c 9P O \ sure that sounds beautiful,” Kelly &
INJ e sobho Ore note 1 "~ said. proro by EWE vice: 6. UNWRAPPING
| GIFTS, senior Amberlee Gibson
0 c c O OPNOMOre laughs with her friends as they | f __
A D perform. Gibson said that the
performance was exciting but
nerve-racking. “The hardest ‘9
A A part of the skit shows are | " - |
a0 O trying to come up with ideas |-]-r —

e 0 O ate 3 O that will be enjoyable for the '
. audience and enjoyable to act f—
O€E O Oua COMmpe O in,” Gibson said. PHOTO MARIANA ORTEGA

RIVERA 7. FOCUSED ON HIS THROW, senior
Anis Benyoucef throws the ball
O e ang o in._ AP Psychology. The lab was
meant to give the experience of .
dno = = having visual impairments. “The ﬁ'
O s

]

e photoarap olped distortion glasses make you think “ﬂ

that everything is to the left when \

C O Ola K\E C dlc in reality, the basket is right in i
front of you... it really makes you ﬁ:@

] appreciate your sight,” Benyoucef %f -l

O owleqgge Saicl. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA D% =

i !

he 3
=
A
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It didn’t take 21 performances
at to know
that we’ve always been

an international school;

We just claim it now.

We are the hopes

and dreams of our families,

SO we push ourselves to make
their sacrifices worth it.

Still we support family-owned
shops by drinking boba

with friends at Wonder Tea
and Bean Tree Coffee.

and still we rep

our own designs like senior
Jasmine Harrell-Delaney
who modeled fashion club’s
dress down the runway at the
Denver Paper Fashion Show,

a basketball game. “I love how
everyone gets along all because
of the guys that put in work on

¥
the court,” Koffi said. PioToBYMARIANA . -~ & % |

e 5 RDINGTHEWAVE senior -

at,

and like juniors Osman
Gutierrez and Alamin
Albadani with homemade
“Yee Yee” stickers

on back of their trucks.

being senior year and all, I thought

it would be a fun way to close

our last Wish Week,” Renteria

Said. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA 6.

WITH REPRESENTATIVE JASON CROW,

senior Wesley Shwartz accepts | = ’

a silver medal Congressional . _-—"ll'_"
Award. The award is given for I\'- :
having 400 hours of community - ~ i
service. “Sometimes it can feel 4
like we are really disconnected i

And we flex our food
like sophomore Hadjar Righi

: from our politicians, so it was : g
bbecause snap always eats first. really exciting to meet the gu
who’s—helping—enac ange- 3 5 ORiAT
Shwartz said. . pHoTO BY MARIANA 0RTEGA ™% L D
We don’t need to be the same muena 7. ADJUSTING HER LENSE,  senior =
. Monse Davila photographs al
to lift each other up. statue while on a field trip. “During

the field trip, | learned that art can,r

be found anywhere, even in the
smallest places,” Davila said. pHoto 6 1
BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA
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We couldn’t have guessed

we’d be outside

for an hour and a half
after a suspiciou
caused us to ev

We couldn’t hav

how hard it would

to say goodbye

to our favorite securit

We couldn’t have predicted

all of the anxieties that came with
the COVID-19 pandemic

that cut our year short.

But here’s what separates
us from other schools—

we don’t shy away
from what’s hard; ‘

- i

and still we RlSE
every morning, ready for anything
WORK ORDERgWORK ORDER

1. AFTER WEEKS OF PRACTICE, Natassja Campbell
Ferforms a step routine at the Wish Week assembly.
t was the step team’s first performance. “It’s really
fun and thriving and we gave it a lot of culture,”
Campbell said. PHOTO BY MARIANA ORTEGA RIVERA
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