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WAS TEACHING ALWAYS YOUR DREAM?
   Some teachers were born to be teachers, while for 
others, it took a little longer to find the love. Art teacher 
Ali Martini never intended to enter the education 
profession, until years after she graduated. 
    Finishing her high school career at Boulder High School, 
Martini went to college to study architecture, then later 
studying graphic design. It was only when she came home 
for vacation that she realized. 
   “I actually was visiting home, (she was in New York 
working as a graphic designer at the time) for a break. 
My sister-in-law is a second grade elementary school 
teacher, so I went into her classroom and hung out with 

them and then actually went to art class with her second 
graders, and just kind of clicked for me that I want to be in 
education, this is what I want to do,” Martini said. 
   Martini later earned her Masters in Education and 
student taught at Monarch before teaching elementary for 
two years. Martini’s story shows that finding your dream 
may take time, but it will always find you in the end. 
   “It was not a straight path at all, but I couldn’t be 
happier. I feel so lucky to be a teacher, to be a teacher at 
Monarch too,” Martini said. 
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Emilio Garcia, Custodian
Erin Gee, Special Education
Beatrice Gerrish, Librarian

Eric Gordon, Science
Elaine Grace, Language Arts

Phil Grace, Math

Amber Greves, Speech Pathologist
Eric Gustafson, Athletic Director 

Ally Hall, Special Education
Jo Harpring, Counselor

Rebecca Her Many Horses, LA
Rupali Hofmann, TAG Tutor/Forum

Ben Holloway, Counselor
Kelsey Hoover, Orchestra

Linda Hubbard, Assistant Principal
Sue Johnson, Computer Science
Bonnie Katzive, Language Arts

James Kelpy, Social Studies

Kristin Kerr Gannon, Social Studies
Kate Klotz, Music-Choir

Julia Knutsen, Speech/Language
Pam Kraich, Paraeducator

Mike Kugler, Language Arts
Claudia LaStella, Art

Caroline Lemke, Special Education
Dawn Lindgren, Special Education

Rob Linnenberger, Science 
Stephanie Lipman, Paraeducator

Kevin Lowe, Science
Gwendolyn Lukas-Doctor, LA
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“Well, we would go down 
to the shore, to the Jersey 
Shore, after almost every 
prom and homecoming. So 
we would all get in the car 
afterwards and drive the 
hour down to the beach 
and then have bonfires…”
 -Claudia LaStella 

“We used to have this 
dance called MORP. And it 
was the opposite of prom, 
so we’d just wear jeans, and 
there’d be a MORP T-shirt 
and we’d go to different 
venues. Prom would 
probably be ‘under the 
stars,’ and then [we were] 
in a barn for MORP.”
-Emily Stanley 

 
Your High School Memories 
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Kate Lunz, Language Arts
Keith Mainland, Social Studies
Julie Makely, Art
Stephanie Mann, Assistant Principal
Ali Martini, Art
Sean McCoy, Social Studies

Barbara Olsen, Principal’s Asst.
Steven Olsen, Paraeducator
Kathy Packard, Science
Kimberly Palomaa, Math
Judi Payne, Special Education
Melissa Peterson, ASL

Mary Prassa, Language Arts
Nancy Pullaro, Health Room Para
Ben Reed, Language Arts
Kathy Reed, Special Education
Carmen Rivas, PE
Julie Robbins, Registar

Rayo Rodriguez, Custodian 
Anna Rusin, Custodian
Erin Schaefer, Paraeducator
Charlie Schoep, Science 
Amanda Sharrow, Math
Mark Sibley, Assistant Principal

Kathleen Smith, Couns. Asst.  
Kelly Spear, Economics
Shane Stalter, Business/Technology
Emily Stanley, German
Chuck Stephen, Instrumental Music
David Tencer, Spanish 
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