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1. Dudes Duel 
As a part of the theater program, AJ Ruder ‘21 and Noah Peterson ‘21 fake duel 
during a production of “Child’s Play” put on at Redstone Elementary Feb. 20. “In 
this program, I get to experience a lot of new things and get to do a variety of 
things, as well as act and work with new people,” Peterson said. 
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2. DRILLS FOR THRILLS 
In order to construct the main set for the production of “Newsies,” Daxton 
Garner ‘20 and DJ Crawford ‘19 drill a nail into a piece of wood to build legs for 
turntables in the auditorium, Feb. 7. As the tech director of the spring musical, 
Garner was responsible for assigning jobs as well as repairing items that broke 
throughout rehearsals; the construction of the set took more than a month to 
complete. “I was here, on weekdays, for around two hours day. Then on week-
ends, it would be from around 9-12. But, I’d say, in total, I’ve worked around 100 
hours,” Garner said. 
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3. Prop Preparation 
As a crew member, Tyler Stahl builds a prop for the musical “Newsies” in the 
parking lot in preparation for opening night Feb. 7. “In this musical, I’m in light 
crew and after everything is built and finished then you can do the part in tech 
that you signed up for. Usually you learn something new each year that you do 
it,” Stahl said.
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4. FEELS GOOD TO BE KING 
As a member of the “Newsies” cast, Makayla Franklin ‘19 prepares to rehearse 
the song  “King of New York,” as one of the main dancers of the musical, in the 
auditorium, Feb. 7. “[This song is] when we’re supposed to be excited and ready 
for the strike because we had just gotten on the front page of the newspapers,” 
said Franklin. 
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5. Pretend Prince Charming
At Buffalo Ridge Elementary School Colin Johnson ‘21 and Kayla Bruce ‘20 
preform for little kids Feb. 13. As a class assignment, Theatre Three puts on a chil-
ren’s play for feeder schools to experience a different type of acting.“For the first 
show I had to improv a scene because Liam Cooke ’21 who is Price Charming 
couldn’t be there, so I had to go on. It was really fun, but stressful just because it 
wasn’t in the script,” Johnson said. 
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6. PAINTING POLITICS 
During the initial rehearsals of Newsies, Brittlyn Stibley ‘20 paints a political car-
toon, Feb.11, depicting a message pertinent to the antagonist, Mr. Pulitzer, and 
his relationship with the Newsies. The painting took Stibley four days to complete 
in two hour intervals. “I had to use black wall paint, and it was the most difficult 
thing I have ever done in my life. It was so hard because it doesn’t blend at 
all and [the paint was] super thick; not to mention the brushes were terrible,” 
Stibley said. 
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Choir delivers valentines serenades

After an entire day of delivering 
singing messages, Sherrie Cao ‘20 
and Women’s Chorus pose for a 
group photo in their Valentine’s 
themed costumes Feb. 14. The 
students involved in the program 
miss most of school on Valentine’s 
Day to deliver their serenades. 
“I really love bringing the love 
to everyone on Valentines Day. 
Some people get embarrassed 
and sometimes people don’t get 
enough love so it’s really nice to 
spread it around,” Cao said. 
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Sing IT

“Taking the class 
[Biotech] has allowed 
me to grow that passion 
[for science], and 
solidify my career 
interest.” 
Charlie lemieux ‘21

you talk

we listen

Biotech Brains
Biotech student Charlie LeMieux ‘21 
operates a microscope with his partner 
Sriya Surapaneni ‘21 during an in-class 
lab Feb. 7. In the experiment, students 
were working with microscopic worms, 
Caenorhabditis elegans, in attempt 
to trigger RNAI pathways within the 
genes. Within the lab, students were 
able to use Nobel Peace Prize esteemed 
technology. “Basically what [RNAi] 
does is turn off or silence certain 
genes/production of proteins in the 
worms. The types of genes we turned 
off pertained to neurological activity 
(they don’t have brains, but they have 
about two neurons), growth, and skin 
sensitivity,” LeMieux said. 
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“We start with two hours a day; 
as of Valentine’s Day we were 
all spending three hours a day 
not counting the dancers who 
stayed an extra three hours 
once a week plus three hours 
every Saturday.  The last days of 
rehearsal, we spend between 
three and a half to six hours, 
depending on whether it’s a 
school night.  On Saturday the 
23rd, we are here nine hours,” 
Cindy Baker, Theater Director, 
said.

“I think we have around 
50ish crew members all split 
up into sound, props, lights, 
and costumes. But for the 
first few weeks, everyone 
is in construction because 
you can’t really do anything 
else until most of the set is 
built. But, there are around 
60 actors in total,” Daxton 
Garner ‘20 said. 

“It depends on the musical.  
Cheaper ones like Fiddler 
on the Roof cost around 
$9,000.  Damn Yankees and 
Legally Blonde cost more 
like $13,000.  This one costs 
$17,000; Beauty and the 
Beast was around the same 
cost,” Cindy Baker said. 
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“I’ve been in choir 
for four years 
and it’s really 
fun. You get to 
meet a bunch of 
different people 
and it’s a great 
family to be a 
part of.” Hunter 
KirkPatrick ‘19 
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Women’s Chorus Member Kira 
Hartz ‘20, walks down the main 
hallway to deliver a “Singing Valen-
tine” Feb. 14. All the profits of the 
Valentine’s messages were donated 
to English teacher Jennifer Hart-
mann this year. “Our high school 
[is the] only one that [does singing 
valentines] besides Castle View, and 
so many people actually participate 
which makes it that much more fun 
and unique,” Hartz said. 
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