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black & gold volume 16 
address: 5810 Mcarthur ranch road 

highlands ranch, co 80124
phone: 303-387-3000

principal: Andy abner
population:

freshman: 575
sophomore: 590

junior: 561
senior: 546

Students: 2,272
Staff: 184

follow us 
Instagram: @rcbgyearbook

web: rockcanyonjags.com  & rockmediaonline.org 
email: rcbgyearbook@gmail.com & therocknewspaperonline@gmail.com 

twitter: @rockcanyonhs & @rcrockmedia
instagram: @rockcanyonhighschool @rcrockmedia & @rcbgyearbook
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high school

20
1 9

unitedunitedunitedyouyou
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Photo: m. BRown

Aidan buie’21
Photo: E. Shea



003you
opening 003“THE TYPES OF ACTIVITIES WE HAVE INCLUDE ALL TYPES OF PEOPLE AND THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF CLUBS WE HAVE.”| Amy kibort ‘22

Spread By: lexi olsen002

you  dedicated your free time to school with the hopes 

of joining our four boettcher scholars in academic 

success. you  walked out with other student 

activists, and spoke up and protested at the women’s 

march january 16. you  memorized every line and 

stayed hours after school with Mrs. Baker to make 

sure your part was perfect for opening night. You  

donned the infamous black and gold striped overalls 

and stepped in front of the senior section, ready to 

lead the best fans in the state. You  anxiously sat 

in seventh period for the final bell to ring at 2:50 

after a long all-period friday. you  spent access and 

after school rehearsing with your  peers to perfect 

your  cmea performance. you  and your bleacher-

vibrating cheers ensured our student section rocked 

-- literally. You  followed your link crew leaders 

into school, nervously awaiting your freshman year. 

the choices you made, the sports you  played, the 

grades you  earned, the handprint you  left made 

you  a jaguar forever. the performer, the fan, the 

scholar, the jaguar. that was...

 You united.

YOUYOU

UnitedUnited

shreya shubhangi‘19 
Cultural Festival
photo: a. gin

Grace Bero ‘21 
photo: a. brauchler
Orchestra Practice

abi leitner ‘19
Varsity Volleyball
photo: l. olsen

declan giltinan ‘21 
Chemistry Lab
photo: a. brauchler

Audrey Burt ‘21 
Varsity Softball
photo: E. Shea

brooke ferrel ‘22 
Frosh Poms

photo: m. brown

ryan clinton ‘20
photo: a. brauchler

Jake Hassett ‘20 
Boy’s Varsity Basketball
photo: k. rex

Aditya Vepa  ‘20
Chess Club
photo: H. Olsen

matthew deckerman ‘20
Marching Band
photo: m. brown

kaelyn new ‘20 
Women’s Select Choir
photo: a. gin

dani haddad ‘20
Student Section
photo: j. chandler

maddie alley ‘22 
Girl’s Varsity Swimming
photo: r. mathieson

matt procter ‘21 
Sophomore Boy’s Basketball
photo: m. seltzer

Anna Meunier ‘21 
Girl’s JV Basketball
photo: m. tran

kyler kirby ‘20
Unified Basketball
photo: a. rickman

Jenna Veta ‘20
Women’s March
photo: m. provost

Gideon Groom ‘20 
Spring Musical
photo: m. brown

audrey baker ‘19 
Opening Wish Week Assembly
photo: a. leitner

david pousma ‘21
Track Practice
photo: s. rosati

homecoming parade



“I THINK PLAYING FOR THE FOOTBALL TEAM HAS HELPED ME FEEL A PART OF ROCK CANYON. IT’S A REALLY GREAT COMMUNITY TO BE A PART OF.” | frederick bailey ‘22 005you
opening 005Spread By: Lexi olsen, emma shea, kinley rex, Alex leitner & Amanda brauchler004 United

United   in our achievements -- with a  99% graduation 

rate and 10 National Merit Finalists, you made us  one 

of the top ranked schools in the state. United  with 

our voices -- by protesting against hate, serenading 

with the choir and cheering for Michael during wish 

week, you knew your voice mattered. United for 

perfection -- by producing sold out fall and spring 

theater productions, you demonstrated creativity 

and teamwork. United through the seasons -- by 

enduring practices in searing summer heat and 

closures during winter storm ulmer’s bomb cyclone, 

you formed families within teams, clubs and classes.  

United with academic expectations -- by working 

tirelessly to finish your Dead Physicist, Mitosis or 

Romeo and Juliet projects even if you  procrastinated 

on them just a little... Being United mattered and it 

looked like your perfect hits, kicks, dunks, shots and 

dives. Being united mattered, and it sounded like 

chanting your graduating year at assemblies and 

cheering for your house in the jungle. Being united 

mattered and it felt like exhaustive all-nighters and 

loving commitment to your wish kid.  you did it all, you  

made “us”...

you united.

YOUYOU first varsity 
football game

Reference pg. 36
photo: A. Leitner

back to school assembly
Reference pg. 15

photo: A. brauchler

poms homecoming parade
Reference pg. 21

photo: A. brauchler

varsity softball
Reference pg. 36
photo: E. Shea

soccer senior night
photo: A. leitner

band practice
ph-oto: m. provost

marching band practice
Reference pg. 46

poms at varsity football
photo: A. Leitner

swim homecoming parade
Reference pg. 45

photo: A. Rickman

spring musical rehearsal
photo: S. Brassel

United



WE SCREAM

I SCREAMI SCREAM

WE SCREAM009fall
divider 009“I FEEL A PART OF THE COMMUNITY BECAUSE OF THE ASSEMBLIES AND TALKING WITH THE TEACHERS AND MY PEERS AND GETTING A 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY.”| dylan kahn ‘22
Spread By: emma shea008

CAPTAINS KICK OFF 2019 
AND CELEBRATE ATHLETICS, 
ACADEMICS, AND ARTS

“School spirit means everything to me. I want to 
leave a legacy for the people that are jaguars 
after me and to carry on the legacy that was 
left from people before me.” Brett mobly’19 

IT’S HOMECOMING, HEAR US ROAR!
     At Buffalo Ridge Elementary School, varsity 
football captain, Brett Mobly ’19, shouts with the 
crowd to wrap up the spirit bus tour through the 
RC feeder schools in celebration of Homecoming 
Week, Sept. 18. Captains and leaders from all 
sports and activities traveled to the elementary 
and middle schools to boost school pride 
and encourage participation in Homecoming 
community events like the neighborhood parade 
and bonfire at the school. “As a captain it’s 
really important for me to set a good example 
for all the younger players,” Mobly said. “The 
captains set the expectation and affect the mood 
of the whole team, so if you show up with a 
bad attitude, everyone follows your lead.” Poms 
and cheer performed in the 90 degree heat, and 
representatives from various teams and groups 
spoke to future Jags on their day-long tour 
through the community.
Photo: E. Shea



059winter
divider 059“I FEEL A PART OF THE COMMUNITY BECAUSE] OF THE ASSEMBLIES AND TALKING WITH THE TEACHERS AND MY PEERS AND GETTING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY” | dylan kahn ‘22

Spread By: emma shea058

school spirit drives 
enthusiasm towards 
academics & athletics

“We were down by one and  needed to get 
something going. We started chanting ‘JEffrey’ 
and I started rebounding the ball for him. He 
finally made it and the crowd went crazy . 
It got everyone hyped up and excited for the 
second half of the game.” Brian Prater’19

you’re a part of our team
Golden Boys, Brian Prater ‘19 and Tyler Huebsch 
‘19, lift basketball team manager, Jeffrey Mattson 
‘22, into the student section after Mattson 
made a three-point shot during halftime, Nov. 
30. During the second round of the tip-off 
tournament, the varsity boys basketball team 
took on the Rocky Mountain Lobos. The Jaguars 
were down 14-15 at halftime, and Mattson’s 
entertainment brought energy back into the 
Jungle, which lead to an overtime victory for the 
Jags, 50-43. “I’ve always really liked basketball, 
and being as small as I am I realized I probably 
wouldn’t be able to play on the high school 
team,” Mattson said. “But I still wanted to be 
involved somehow with the basketball program. 
Initially I thought I was going to be the freshman 
team manager, but I ended up helping every team 
along with the other managers. I definitely got a 
lot closer to the guys on the team and met a lot 
of new friends.”

togethertogether

WE riseWE rise



095spring
divider 095“I CONTRIBUTE BY BEING INVOLVED IN A CLUB AT THE SCHOOL, WHERE I CAN WORK TOGETHER WITH THOSE AROUND 

ME.” | ANDREW MAY ‘21
Spread By: emma shea094 to sunshine

from cyclonefrom cyclone

to sunshine
spring break means an escape 
from snowmageddon 
the after effects of ulmer
   A day before bomb cyclone Ulmer, temperatures hit the upper sixties, and only four 
days after the storm, Daniels Gate’s muddy trails glisten with already melting snow, 
which may come as no surprise to many with the bipolar weather of Colorado. The 
magnitude of the storm was proven through the closing of I-25 from Lone Tree to 
Monument, with many accidents and stranded cars along the way. Breaking records 
as the most intense cyclone ever recorded in the state, with wind gusts up to 80 
mph in Denver and 97 mph in Colorado Springs, the dreaded blizzard, Ulmer, hit the 
bubble for two days straight. Students were snowed in March 13 and 14, the week 
before spring break, which meant the last two block days before break were replaced 
by an all-schedule Friday. “I was surprised we had two snow days and extremely mad 
because I’m missing the Monday after break, which means I have to remake three 
tests,” Luke Smith ‘20 said. “Also, I studied for about four hours for a test that will 
now be about three weeks from now so I’m pissed.” 
Photo: M. Provost

“I was really surprised because we haven’t 
gotten many snow days in the last couple years. 
I spent time catching up on stuff for the week, 
and It was so nice to have time to relax and get 
everything done.”
Julia ross ‘20



112“I DO ORCHESTRA AND LOVE MUSIC, I THINK PERFORMING ARTS ALLOWS FOR THE MUSIC KIDS TO COME TOGETHER AND IT HAS DEFINITELY 
ALLOWED ME TO FIND MY OWN COMMUNITY, WE’RE LIKE ONE BIG FAMILY.”| MEGAN COON ‘21
Spread By: EMMA SHEA, BELLA WHEELER & KINLEY REX

113people
divider 113

WE THE

PEOPLEPEOPLE

Reference 
Freshman: 114
Sophomore: 134
juniors: 154
seniors: 174WE THE

PEOPLE

“It’s a great day to be a jag.”
PRINCIPAL Andy AbnerWE THE “It’s a great day to be a jag.”
PRINCIPAL Andy Abner

FACULTY: 204 



327colophon 327“I FEEL MOST UNITES WITH THE REST OF THE SCHOOL WHEN EVERYONE IS WEARING THE SAME SHIRTS COMING TOGETHER FOR ONE REASON TO MAKE ONE KIDS DREAM 
COME TRUE. DURING WISH WEEK EVERYONE GOES TO EVENTS AND DONATES TO THE CAUSE AND IT MAKES EVERYONE FEEL A PART OF SOMETHING.” | Rishab Pokale ‘19

Spread By: EMMA SHEA, Amanda Brauchler & Alex Leitner326

we made this

our sweet (Vol.) 16

kinley rex ‘20
editor-in-chief

“dripping with 
sass”

our jobour job

meet the 
editorial Board

all of the information on...

your storyyour story
     The sixteenth volume of the Black & Gold 
yearbook was produced during second and fourth 
period in the 4113 yearbook lab at Rock Canyon 
High School in Highlands Ranch, CO. It was 
printed by Balfour Publishing in Dallas, TX. Rob 
Rathbun was our Publishing Representative and 
Robert Porter was our Account Executive.

THEME & DESIGN
     Throughout upwards of seven theme ideas 
for this year’s book, one goal stayed the same. 
We wanted a “spirit book.” A book that 
encompassed everyone from the Golden Boys 
to the marching band. While trying to create a 
phrase to encapsulate these ideas, we got tripped 
up on the actual theme. What started as “Brave, 
Bold, Black & Gold,” transformed into “Ours” 
and finally became You United. When discussing the 
theme with Judi Coolidge, we wanted to reflect 
the infamous unity and spirit

of our school while still addressing the reality of 
division. You United looks at the individual students and 
celebrates separation while spotlighting community. You 
United was developed at the Rethink workshop, the High 
School Communications Workshop at Texas A&M, and 
Mile High Journalism Camp, and adjusted throughout 
the year. 

COVER, ENDSHEETS & PAPER
     Cover material is Bustram Lustre-wicked with 
a white silkscreen mixed with UV and a black 910 
silkscreen with gold foil. The binding features black 
and gold headbands. The endsheets have soft touch 
lamination otherwise coated one side stock. C1S white 
with Black printing. The 344 pages of the Black & Gold 
are printed in full color on 100# Polar Bear Matte 
paper. 

TYPOGRAPHY & COLOR
   All body copy was set in Frutiger 45 Light. All 
headlines were set in Bison Bold with varying sizes, and 
subheads were set in BISON REGULAR. Lead-ins were bison 
bold. Editors believed that having a coverage driven 
book allowed content to be broad and flexible. 
   The Black & Gold used primary-colored pulled color 
from singular photos on each spread. Everyone at 
school is so unique, driving our design to mold to their 

activities and our colors to represent them. With the 
unique pulled colors but consistent fonts, you united 
came alive in our pages.

PUBLISHING & SALES
     Out of the total 1,850 yearbooks, 1,650 were sold 
during pre-sales at a cost of $75 before Jan. 1. The 
remaining amount were sold on a first -come, first-
served basis at $100. Senior ads were sold through The 
Yearbook Company. 1/8 page ads were sold for $75, 
1/4 page ads for $105, 1/2 page ads for $175, and full 
page ads for $300 before the early-deadline of Oct. 5.

PHOTOGRAPHY & PORTRAITS
   Staff photographers used Nikon DSLR cameras. 
Photographs were edited and prepared for submission 
using Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom CC 2017.
Underclass and faculty portraits and most sports team 
were taken by Lifetouch Photography. Senior portraits 
were provided by Vision Photography at their studio 
and at school for free to all seniors.

AWARDS & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
   The fifteenth volume of the Black & Gold yearbook 
was honored with the following awards during the 
2017-18 school year:
   CSMA All Colorado, CSPA Gold Medalist, and

All-Columbia Honors, NSPA All-American with 
four marks of distinction. 
     We would like to thank Kristi Rathbun, 
our wonderful adviser; Balfour, especially Rob 
Rathbun, Robert Porter, Judi Coolidge, and Kel 
Lemons; Balfour Tech Support, Monica Brown 
at the Yearbook Company; the staff of the Rock 
newsmagazine; the entire RCHS faculty and 
staff for letting us interrupt their classes, Donna 
Rotter, Barb Coccetti, Kevin Cary; Custodians; 
RCHS administration, especially Andy Abner; our 
awesome tech support Kristan Manansala; Janna 
Robinett; Sarah Tricano, Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Academy; our family and friends for allowing us 
to spend hours after school and during weekends 
to make this book; and our staff members for 
working to produce the 2019 Black & Gold.

alex leitner ‘19
editor-in-chief

“so there’s this 
guy...”

lexi olsen ‘19
editor-in-chief

“are you 
stupid?”

Emma Shea ‘20
editor-in-chief

nobody:
emma: *laughs*

THANK YOU TO OUR EDITORIAL 
BOARD, OUR A-TEAM AND THE 
STAFFERS WHO DEDICATED HOURS 
OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL TO THIS BOOK

general editor: Amanda Brauchler



340“I THINK WISH WEEK IS A TIME WHEN THE SCHOOL COMES MOST TOGETHER AND FORGETS ABOUT EVERYTHING ELSE AND EVERYONE BECOMES UNIFIED FOR ONE COMMON GOAL TO GRANT THE 
KIDS WISH. ESPECIALLY DURING MIRACLE MINUTE WHEN EVERYONE BRINGS THEIR CHANGE YOU CAN SEE THE CHANGE THEY’RE MAKING EVEN JUST FOR THAT ONE MINUTE.”| Evan Teal ‘19
Spread By: Emma Shea & Alex Leitner

341YOU
Closing 341

YOUYOU

UnitedUnited

The year started, whether you were ready or not.  at 

every sports game, you filled the canyon crazies 

section. without you,  the golden boys would have 

no one to lead. even if you  didn’t make it into your 

dream college, you still celebrated with those 

who did. You  sat in the back of class hoping you  

wouldn’t get called on. you  put your paint-covered 

handprint on the senior wall, marking your last steps 

through these halls as a student. You  parked in the 

same spot every day until you  slept in and sped into 

the back row. you  played cards with your friends in 

the hall during access. you  spent your time curating 

a closet full of Hawaiian, camo, and gold. you  took 

deep breaths before auditioning for the play, first 

chair or select choir.  you  experienced great days 

to be a jag and not so great ones too. you  stressed, 

you  struggled. you  strived. and in the end, what 

mattered was you. You were a Jaguar.

 You united.



342“I THINK WISH WEEK IS WHEN THE SCHOOL IS MOST UNITED BECAUSE IT’S WHEN WE ALL FORGET ABOUT OUR OWN PROBLEMS AND CONCERNS AND WE 
JUST COME TOGETHER TO SUPPORT A YOUNG KID AND RAISE MONEY.”| Carissa Tan ‘19
Spread By: EMMA SHEA

343UNITED
Closing 343

YOUYOU

UnitedUnited



unitedunitedunited
you are what made usyou are what made us

Seth bowen ‘19, march 1, 
wish week breakfast
photo: L.Olsen






	Theme Package Presentation
	RCHS COVER IDEA2_3D (3)
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackagePresentation

	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageTitle
	Theme Package Presentation
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageOpening
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageOpening2
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageFallDivider
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageColophon
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageWinterDivider
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageSpringDivider
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackagePeopleDivider
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePresentationClosing
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageClosing2
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackagePartingPage
	RCHSYEARBOOK_ThemePackageBackEndsheet

	Theme Package Presentation

