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Climbing All The 
Way to The Top

Kigerl works 
hard to grow her 
passion as a rock 
climber

     Rock climbing is what most would view as an unnecessary 
risk that only fools pursue, but Jessica Kigerl ‘20 doesn’t think 
this. She views it as even more than a sport, even more than a 
thrill-seeker’s dream. Kigerl sees rock climbing as an experience, 
an experience that fuels her determination to do great. 
     “[Accomplishing your goals] can be really hard and you’re 
definitely gonna get frustrated at times, but honestly you have 
to find something and you have to stick with it.” Kigerl knows 
all about reluctance, especially when it comes to overcoming 
difficulty.  
     On the other hand, she knows about sticking with one 
thing and being determined to achieve it. “I feel like it’s kind 
of revealed aspects of my personality to the point of where if 
I know if I’m really passionate about something and if I don’t 
get it I’ll get really frustrated not with what I’m doing but with 
myself for not being able to do it,” she said. “I’ll keep trying it 
and keep getting it.” 
     Even though rock climbing is widely viewed as a major and 
foolish risk, to Kigerl it’s not. To her, it is a fuel source for her 
determination to attain virtuosity. 
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