
After moving to Finland in third grade, Noah Castaneda (‘21)  developed a strong passion for swimming.
After experiencing troubles with other team sports, the swim community drew him in. With 7 years of
experience, the relationships that have been built changed his life, forming stronger bonds with those around
him. “I wouldn’t be here at STEM, I was doing a lot better after I went to Finland.” This move to Finland
shaped parts of Noah’s life, allowed him to develop stronger connections and relationships, and guide him
where he is today. 

What is something in your personal life that has impacted you?
 I Swim. I am part of a high school team. Year round, I participate in

the HRCA Swim Club and during the spring there is a high school
swim team. It is a lot of fun, actually. I have a lot of friends that I

have made in these swim groups.
Why swimming?

I had troubles with normal team sports, and in third grade, I moved
to Finland. It was a really fun experience, I only had one friend at
the time, which I have known since we were babies. So, I went to
school there, and it was a great experience. I met a lot of people. I

wasn't really that smart when I went there, but when I came back it
was a lot better. I was doing a lot better in school after I went to

Finland. That's  why I am her., I wouldn't have started swimming or
switched schools.
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Working hard in school, Lilia Ransom (‘21) takes time out of her day to volunteer with a non profit
organization called Let’s Talk.  She works with others who might have speech impediments or other disabilities
and teaches them how to interact with peers and communicate in different ways other than talking.  “I am
primarily just the legs - getting people to where they need to go.” she said, enjoying helping others in her free
time.  She has participated in this program for about a year, but has worked with people who use devices to
communicate for about nine years.  

What are some extra-curricular activies that you participate in? 
I work and volunteer for a group called LetsTalk. They are a group
where most people use AAC devices (augmentative communication
devices) to talk. These devices can be controlled by eye movement or
joysticks. This device allows people to form their own sentences,
giving them the opportunity to communicate with others. These
people use computers, or headsets in order to communicate. The group
focuses on going out to share the message that these people still want
to communicate, and they can still do pretty much everything a
normal person can. These wonderful ladies will go out, and recently
they hosted a play, where we had speaking actors and non speaking
actors. The group also did a "What's your Everest," where all the girls
in wheel chairs were pulled up by a ropes team and completed a 5-
mile hike.
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