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We’re high school students. We know what’s 
going on within schools. We don’t want our ears 
to be covered. We want to be informed.

In the past, the administration has done a 
fantastic job of addressing problems and creating 
ways to progress.

When incidents of body shaming began com-
ing out nationwide, Creek created a committee 
and changed their dress code.

When suicide rates increased sharply, Creek 
formed the Sources of Strength club. 

Principal Silva even released an announce-
ment about seeking and giving support to the 
people around us at the end of the 2018 school 
year.

Administration, understandably, skirted 
around the main purpose of the newly enforced 
ID policy - the recent school shootings - in order 
to prevent unnecessary panic.

However, they should have addressed it 
directly.

Allowing the school to know about these new 
changes would promote a sense of safety, security 
and, most importantly, unity.

We feel like administration wanted to make 
it look like they cared, so they implemented a 
useless protocol to make students feel safer.

During volatile times like these, we as a school 
should be communicating, not enforcing confus-
ing policies.

The enforcement of the IDs has created an 

even larger divide between students and admin-
istration.

Making us feel like we’re the suspects and if we 
aren’t properly identified we become the enemy.

It’s safer for us to know what’s going on and 
it makes us more likely to fully participate in 
something we know is going to make our school 
a more secure place.

The IDs are counter-productive in two ways: 
1. Without any sort of address aside from 

“wear your IDs or you’re going to your dean” 
we’re left to make assumptions about the security 
of our school.

2. They promote a false sense of security, be-
cause now we see students without their IDs and 
just assume they forgot their IDs.

Creek could easily address the issues of school 
safety and violence properly just as they have 
done before.

Thus far, other new security measures such 
as an increase in security staff and more locked 
doors have been understandable measures of in-
creased safety. They didn’t really an explanation.

Implementing a invasive policy like the IDs 
was something that needed to be explained.

As a news outlet, we focus our attention on the 
best way to communicate information in order 
to remain connected.

Despite all that was done to make our school a 
better place, it doesn’t matter if it’s not communi-
cated to the student body.

An imperfect policy
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Do you guys have cars? 
Is Paris in Italy? At what 
age did you start to speak 
Italian?

No, I’m not joking. I’m 
Italian and I have to deal 

with these questions everyday.
Let me introduce myself: my name is Matilde. 

I’m an exchange student from Italy, and I want 
to cry every time somebody tells me that the 
Chicago pizza is the real pizza.

I want to collect here some of the funniest 
questions that Americans have been asking me 
since the very first day I came to this school, and 
who knows, maybe I’m gonna answer your ques-
tions too. Or I’m gonna destroy your dreams, 
whatever.

• “Do you have the Pope in Italy?” Okay, 
this is really good. I’ve never seen him, 
but yeah, I’m pretty sure he’s in Italy. 
And no, we don’t come across him while 
heading to the grocery store (some people 
believe we do).

• “Is the Alfredo sauce an Italian sauce?” 
No! I’ve never heard about this famous 

sauce before coming here and now my 
friends hate me because they’ve been 
thinking that it was Italian for all their 
lives. I guess I don’t have friends anymore, 
but somebody had to tell them the truth.

• “So, if you are Italian, then you speak 
Spanish?” ‘Hola’, ‘Como estas’ are the 
only words I know in Spanish. And guess 
what? That is probably because I speak 
Italian, not Spanish.

• “When you go to the restaurant, do you 
order in Italian or in another language?” 

•  “How do you say ‘pizza’ in Italian?” I’m 
literally shocked by this question and the 
only answer I have is that anybody who 
doesn’t know where pizza comes from  
doesn’t deserves to eat it.

This was pretty much my experience so far, as 
an Italian abroad. Anyway, I’m not being mean, 
because after almost two months I still don’t 
understand if everybody here has a gun or not. 
Fair enough?

I’m expecting other months like this but I’m 
ready to face them with courage and to fight to 
let people know that Italy actually exists.

‘Is Paris in Italy?’ Stupid domande 
I get asked everyday 
BY: MATILDE MARINO

Staff Writer

Many of us like to express our feel-
ings in descriptive and passionate 
ways. These are illustrator Faith 
McCurdy’s versons of memes that 
students might find interesting.

Mood memes
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Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are accepted and can be 
submitted via email to 
news.creek.usj@gmail.com
Letters cannot be anonymous and they may be 
edited for clarity. 

Corrections policy
Corrections will be printed when mistakes are 
found or brought to attention of the staff. 




