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BY: JANE MCCAULEY
News Editor

There is no shortage of student bodies that
already exist at Creek, and the numbers predict
that there won'’t be a decline any time soon.

3,724 students are enrolled at Creek, and the
growth pattern for the next couple of years proj-
ects that we will have even more students in the
next few years.

Principal Ryan Silva emphasizes that Creek
can only grow bigger from this point.

“We’re in a growth pattern for a little while,”
Silva said, “because from this year’s sixth grade
at Campus and West up to this years juniors,
they’re bigger classes, so we anticipate that we
will grow next year”

More students per class join the Creek fami-
ly than the class before them, so more students
overall are expected in the following years at
Creek.

Yet the current students already have to
adapt to the size of the campus with the large
number of students. Junior Stewart Rojec de-
scribes the different methods he has to take to
get to class just to avoid the large crowds.

“East used to be Campus, so the hallways
are a lot smaller, so I mostly walk outside or
take the entrance by security because in the
first few minutes of passing period, everybody
comes out,” Rojec said.

Other students voice the hassle that over-
crowding has caused not only inside the
buildings, but outside as well.

“I want to avoid the crowds, so I have noth-
ing else to do but walk outside,” Sophomore
Jordan Babbey said.

However, other variables will be introduced
next year that will help with the population.

“One thing that’ll help us next year is the
Cherry Creek Innovation Campus will open,
and we'll have students that take classes there,”
Silva said.

The Cherry Creek Innovation Campus will
be located about eight minutes away on Fair-
mont Avenue and will be able to take more
students away from campus during the day.

For the faculty and staft at Creek, there is a
contrast in opinions since they have been here
for a longer period of time and have seen the
pattern for a longer time.

Assistant Principal Kevin Uhlig hasn’t no-
ticed much of a difference in the twelve years
he has been at Creek.

“Our numbers have stayed pretty much the
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same over the twelve years. In fact, they might
go up 50-100 students max, or down 50-100,
but we pretty much always stay right around
that 3,700 students,” Uhlig said.

Other students express that the campus can
maintain its size.

“I'm sure it [overcrowding] has been happen-
ing, but it’s such a huge campus that the people
distribute pretty evenly;” Rojec said.

Creek is a large campus. Over the past de-
cade, the student number has steadily increased
according to Registrar Donna Luther-Adrian
who has also been at Creek for a little over a
decade.

“When I first started here, the numbers were
around 3,500,” Luther-Adrian said.

The numbers also explain that for the next
school year, more students will be entering the
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school instead of leaving since there €€
will be 920 incoming freshman with
only 880 seniors graduating. That

We’'re pretty far from

Heavy Tralll

West Building: 300 hallway

doesn’t include other students who bei n g q.l. ca pa C ii.y. We!ve

transfer into the school.

Uhlig explained that Creek’s
steady increase in population is due
to the outstanding educational ser-
vices.

“If's pretty amazing that we've
maintained our enrollment, but that

had 4,000 students be-
fore, so we'd have to
have
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speaks volumes about the quality of

our school and the quality of our 1 1
community and how Icllluch}t’heyval- prelﬂly SIg nlﬁcant grOWth
to get that big.

ue education,” Uhlig said.
-Principal Ryan Silva
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FACING FORWARD: The IC tunnel is always packed especially during the winter because students want to avoid the cold. The school
population has been increasing each year lately, but there isn’t any fear that the campus can’t handle the influx of more students.
“We’'re in a growth pattern for a little while, so we anticipate that we will grow next year,” Principal Ryan Silva said.

Mar. 2019

NEW PATHS: With enhanced security measures across campus, more external doors have been closed. This
has caused the hallways to become more packed because traffic has been transferred to other hallways. The
door leading out from the 400s hallway in West was roped off with an alarm to stop students from using it so
incoming traffic wouldn’t haven’t have such easy access to the building. Since the door has become unusable,
students are now forced to exit going down the 300 hallway which has caused more foot traffic.

Running out of slots

With an increase of students coming into the
school, parking spaces are running out. The only
solution to keep parking spots open for juniors
and seniors was to drop the lottery the sopho-
mores had to receive a parking space.

For almost a decade, the sophomores have
had the option to participate in a lottery for ac-
cess to a parking space once they can drive.

However, because of the influx of students
coming into the school next year, only juniors
and seniors have the availability for parking
spaces.

Principal Ryan Silva predicted that the sopho-
mores won't be winning a parking space for next
year.

“For next year school year, it’ll be juniors and
seniors, and we'll see again around fall break if
we can service sophomores, but I doubt we'll be
able to because we couldn’t this year, and we’ll be
bigger next year,” Silva said.

The Stutler parking lot also lost 30 parking
spaces due to the construction to create the new
bus lanes this year.

Although there has been disappointment, it’s
understandable for some of the sophomores like
Yehan Ediriweera.

“I think that’s pretty fair,’ said Ediriweera.
“Instead of having a sophomore bring themself
in, juniors and seniors can drive their friends in.
That saves more space”
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TIGHT FIT: During cold weather, more students
use the IC tunnel instead of walking outside
which gives the appearance that there is less
room. “When the weather’s bad outside, it
probably feels even more crowded,” Uhlig said.
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TRAFFIC: The hallways crossing through West,
IC, and Fine Arts meet in one spot: the inter-
section in the middle of IC. The IC building has
already had tons of traffic in the past, making
the space susceptible to overcrowding.

STUDENT
POPULATION:

3,725
FRESHMEN:
947

INCOMING
CLASS OF
2023

920
STUDENTS

SOPHOMORES:
946
JUNIORS:
952
SENIORS:
880
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