Doing Ethics – Competence and Confidence

•  The best time to deal with an ethical issue is before it becomes a problem. Anticipate the ethical challenges you might face before you are in a minefield.
•  Start your ethical decision-making process by defining the problem. Don’t try to “solve” the ethical challenge with a simple “What should I do?” question. 

• Don’t let your “gut” drive your decision-making. Listen to your gut, but don’t blindly trust it. Use your head and your heart as well. 

•  Always consider at least three alternative solutions to an ethical dilemma. 

•  Make time for making good ethical decisions, even on deadline. 

•  Avoid “doing” ethics alone. Collaboration produces better decisions.

•  Good intentions are not enough when it comes to ethics. You must have the capacity to carry out your intentions.

•  Ethical decision-making is a competence -- a skill you can develop and improve. The better you are at it, the greater your confidence in your ability to do the right thing.

•  Ethical decision-making is about communication. You must be able to clearly and concisely make your point and justify your thinking.

•  High-quality ethical decision-making does not deter substantive, public-service journalism and aggressive investigative reporting. It supports it.  

•  Excellent journalism cannot exist without quality ethical decision-making.
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